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their, diſtreſs and 
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This earth is our 
and, whatever you 


will enjoy it; for the 
world, we will e 'en run 


> venture with vou. N 


t 
Sunday, and 3 nothing 


of it.) \ What a multitude of 


uſeleſs» ſermons to be met 
with,” and exceeding cheap, 
at every alehouſe bench! And 
the wigs on treated of, ike 


No Beret tor me. as 4 
| opera, 1 play, or a novel, 
is the reigning taſte of the 
"9% Me \ age, . * 
mine 3 nothing elfe can 
"fl pleaſe. As the writer there- 


Sv! of the following, ſheets 
bath conformed to that taſte, 
it the reader ſhould cenſure 
it is humbly 
del he will excuſe the 
author, his intention being 
boch to entertain and im- 
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[ET S. D. my father, e774 
deſcended from an ancient 8 
Bag? and reſpectable family, in in 
the county of Eſſex; diftingui 1 ed d, 
for many centuries, both in the mili ory 
and literary world. "Their zeal in 
parliament, for the liberty of the ſub- 

ject, had been conſpicuous; merito- 


_ rious, becauſe diſintereſted; for, though | 
WG ;. * 


A 
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they might have enriched themſelves, 
and aggrandized the f.mily, by a 
penfion aud a peerage, they, (having 
what was ſufficient to ſupport a gen- 
reel. independency,) when offered, 
_ refuſed to accept them. They ſought 
none other emolument from their pub- 
li: ſervices, than the approbation of 
their conſtituents, and to merit the ap- 
plauſe of the virtuous few : they. did 
not ſerve their country by exclaiming, 
, Tight or wrong, againſt miniſters, and 
8 miniſterial meaſures, (notoriouſly inſa- 
mous in theſe times) for the more eaſy 
| . And expeditious way of introducing 
3 themſelves at court, and being them- 
|: ſelves every thing, that was, before, 
the ſubject of their cenſure and decla- 
mation. The family was not leſs emi- 


. nent for their m litary capacity and 
| e 
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elites; being equally brave and bu- 
mane: by their valour they acquired 
the eſteem of their ſuperiors, and for 
their tender care of, and mild beha- 
viour to, thoſe under their command, 
they were beloved by their inferiors. 
Of this family it might be truly ſaid, : 
That all the male iſſue was wiſe and, | 
valiant, and all the female fair and vir 
tüous: my uncle indeed was a dic. 
honour to the one, and I. unfortunately, - 
a 1 to the other. ; 


My be dyi ing mae 1 
the care of the widow and her two or- 
phans to his brother, a worthy” and 
ingenious clergyman ; to whoſe houſe, _ 
when decency permitted, my grand- 
mother retired, to receive. cose 


in der preſent diſtreſs, and for — 
B 2 nefit 
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nefit of the education of her chil- 
dren. My uncle was of a churlith 
and moroſe diſpoſition, and, being heir 
to the eſtate, had an averſion to learn- 
ing. Flad he been taught, that he 
had none other dependence ſor his fu- 
ture ſubſiſtence, than what h's perſonal 
merit ſhould procure, and his advance-_ 
ment and happineſs in life would be 
the reſult of a cloſe attention and ap- 
= plication to his ſtudies, he might have 


|| Y proved deſerving of the eſtate, and 


been, like to his anceſtors, an ornament 


1 . to * 7 an honour to bis fa- 


3 


* wy uly. 
* 
3 


222 + 


ITY 


k. is much to be lamented, that the 
* N great eſtates know themſelves | 


fo to be, before they are capable of 
ging them; by which means 


gw: $ 7 | 
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they generally mortgage, if not con- 
ſume them, before they are ſenſible 
of their real value; ; and find them- 
ſelves, in, a ſhort time, poorer for 
the poſſeſſion, than they would have 
been for the want of them. Labour 
and ſtudy they leave for others, look- 
ing upon themſelves to be made ſolely 
ſor the enjoy ments and pleafüres 'of 
le. | ; II 
1. is an ancient i Gyiag amongſt the 
Jews, That the parent, who brings 
not up his fon to ſome profeſſion, ot or 
trade, brings him up to the gallows; 8 
ſaying that bath been freq nth 
Jake in the fools of fortune, who, 
by their actions, have been candidates 
for, and richly deſeryed, though, by 
their wealth and interelt, they have 


* 


7s SY eſcaped 
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hg ped i. How many perſons of 
genius and ability, have confined their 
ſcene of action, to the knowledge 92 5 
breeding | of dogs and horſes, 
| gaming, drinking, and wenching, ho, 
bad they been kept i in jgnorance of 
"x heir fortune, with a ſuitable education, 


"Av 


migbt have been of eminent ſervice 
1 © their, ys. in the fie d, or cabi- 


My uncle had none other qualifica- 
O me ; to render him worthy of inherit- 
ing the family eſtate, than what were 


141 


| derived 1 bottle and his gun. 


4 intemperate and debauched 
lives, are of infinite miſchief and 


bürt { to. morality and religion. For 


MY 
Mu "ww $5» & 2 28 3 


WE who 
bag j£> 42 3 N ; 
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who is aſhamed of i imitating. his ſupe- | 
rior? What ruſtick looks upon it a 
fin, to be as drunk as his ſquire, 
or as lewd as his lord? What encou- 
ragement to chaſtity and temperance, 
when they, who ſhould ſet the ex- 
ample, are the patrons of licenti | 
ouſneſs? Can it be expected, that 
religion ſhould have any reſpect ſhewn 
it by the clown, when his landlord 
neither attends its ſervice, nor prac- 
tiſes its duties: ? The parſon may 
preach for ever, without making one 
convert, ſo long as the head of his 
pariſh continues CEL 3. be may. 
nefs, but the. "or l an le | 
them to be ſuch enormous figs, whiltt 
their maſter, who is = 75 2 5 b 


— 7 


88 a © io; the deb le 
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1 his ſuperior i in fortune, openly 

practiſes them. . Theſe are the per- 
fons, who, by their bad example, 
have corrupted. the villagers in moſt 
counties; ſo that it is now as difficult 

to procure a ſober, modeſt, and in- 
duftrious ſervant out of the country, 
28 it was, not half 2 century ago, 

to find one of a different chaiaQter 


in it. =P 

My 22 EE dying, ſoon after 
my uncle .came of age, whom he 
1 had treated, from his childhood, with 
4 "the greateſt diſreſpect "and indiffe- 
5 rence, 0 | account of her juſt reproofs 
2 . d conduct, which contributed 
| uch to haſten her death, he became 
flefled of the whole. eſtate. | No 
. the fon ineral o over, but he 


went 
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went poſt to London, and took a 
houſe at the court end of the town, 
which he elegantly furniſhed, ſet up 


his equipage, and lived in a gay and 


ſplendid manner. He ſoon fell into 


the faſhionable vices of the town, and 
was generally engaged in ſome act of 


intemperances or debauchery, He 
frequented the tables at Arthur's and 


White's, where, being a novice, and 


having plenty of caſh, and little wit, | | 
he was quickly obſerved ,. by, and 


became an eaſy prey to, a ſet of genteel 


ſharpers, whom, for the ſake of play, 
(to their ſhame be it ſpoken). their 
ſuperiors now admit i into their com- 


PFs. 


Ss. © 


| He now commenced 7 libertine, 
and was, on that account, eftgemed 


"the 


r 


a 
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$8 accompliſhed gentleman. In the 
ſummer ſeaſon, he uſually made a viſit 
to the manor-houſe, and defiled a 
place, which had been ever held ſacred 
to chaſtity and temperance, with his 
drunken and debauched companions, 
Vbom he brought with him from town. 
In one of the ſcenes of riot, he was 


famous proſtitute, which the next day, 
ſtupified with intemperance, he per- 
ſotmed. This deed filled up the mea- 

ſure of bis follies, and brought him to 

an immature death. His marriage 
Gueh may be ly ſuppoled) did 
dot leſſen, but increaſe, his licentiouſ- 
dess; he was led into every exceſs by 
= his wife, nd he became abandoned 
to all manner of wickedneſs, no fin 

ſea ping him. She, * fortunate] y for 

my 
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my father, died within a few months 
after the nuptials. My uncle, con- 
tinuing his vicious courſe, was, within 
the year after her death, ſeized with 
a violent fever, which terminated an 
infamous and inglorious life, juſt as he 
was going to mortgage the remainder 
of the family eſtate. 


My father, who hiecabded to the 
eſtate, had the advantage of a good 
education, under his uncle the clergy- 
man, who took a pleaſure in cultivat- 
ing and improving the natural parts 
of his nephew. After having gone 
through the neceſſary forms of educa- 
tion, he was ſent to one of-the 1 univer- 
ſities, to complete his ſtudies, where, 

by his ſober and ſtudious behaviour, he 
acquired the eſteem of his ſuperiors, 


and 


* 


* 
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and. was aſſured of a fellowſhip. After 


ſeven years refidence, he was obliged 


to quit the univerſity, his brother 


B—, not more amiable for the b 
f of her perſon, than the accompliſh- 
ments of her mind. His acquaint- 
ance with her was early, from viſiting 


dying, and to commence farmer, the 


portion left him, through his brother's 


profligacy, being ſmall, though admit- 
ting of i 2 pory 


It was not lang, after he had been 
ſettled | in his farm, - before he was 


martied to a clergyman's daughter in 
the neighbourhood, the agreeable mils 


eauty 


the family; the friendſhip begun in 
youth, love perfected. There was no 
difficulty in obtaining the. conſent of 


re the Parents, who had beheld with 


om 


8 Ts 9 
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pleaſure the intimacy between them, 
and rejoiced at the happy union. 

Within two years aſter the marriage, 
my mother's parents dic. 


The conſequence of matrimony was 
2 numerous offspring, who were 
brought up in a genteel and uſeful 
manner. The liberal education of our 
father, and a ſmall, but well choſen 
library, were advantages, that few in 
our ſtation of life are bleſſed with. 
Our parents were more ſolicitous to im- 
ptove and 'refine the underſtanding, 
than to adorn. and ſet off the perſon; 
knowing that the latter only rendered 
> us pleafing and agreeable; to others, 
N but the former would prove a real and 
permanent benefit to ourſelyes. We 
were taught how to manage a family, 
1 . before 


E§ĩü — 


I — Q 5 «< 
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before we became miſtreſs of one; and 
to be able to give to, not receive in- 
Uructions from, ſerxants. Me rea 

every evening ſuch books, as made us 
wiſer and better, and were not per- 
mitted any, chat had a tendency. to cor- 
Tupt and debauch our morals, however 
amuſing and entertaining. 


Ho unlike this conduct to the pre- 
railing method of educating youth, by 


” whighithe ſex, weak in nature, not ca- 


_ Pacity, is made -weaker by the pa- 
- xents:neglet of the culture of the 


FP mind, to give a gracefulneſs to the per- | 


— ton. This grand error is principally 

ins to the vanity of the age, in 
which gaiety in dreſs paſles for merit, 
a a gentee! carriage istaken for good 
ſeuſe. The on ——_ laboured 
SA after 
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aſter are thoſe of the agreeable, not the 
uſeful, which ſerve to adorn and orna- 
ment tlie perſon, not reine and polifh 
the manners. . Accompliſhments theſe, 
which will diminiſh and exhauſt, not 
creaſe, nor preſerve, a fortune. 


The ſo much admired elegance of Ml 


taſte and dreſs, after. marriage, is is 


found to be empty and extravagant; 
and a ſtate, defigned by providence, 
and by the parties propoſed, to be a 
bleſſing, proves a curſe, and 1 
nates, as many families have unhippity 
experienced, in diſcontent, poverty; . 
and averfion. | ' e 


* 
p 
3 


Howoſten are the 8 3 miu 
happineſs of a family ſacrificed to ſup- 
port the pride of one, Who hath no- 
_ but a pretty face to recommend 

C 2 her, 


* 
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her, whilſt the poſſeſſor of real merit 
and ſubſtantial worth is neglected, 
often deſpiſed. To aggrandize the 
V former, the reſt of the children muſt, : 
be contented with a ſlender rand, 
if not reduced to the neceſſity of ac- 
quiring by labour and ſervice, what 
they had a right to expect by inheri- 
0 F * 3 


* 


1 n was different in our family ; ; we 
1 ived, we loved, as brethren ſhould, 
4 but as few brethren do. The only 
preference given, by our parents, was 

to thoſe, who behaved the beſt. I, 

"who was by much the handſomeſt of 

their daughters, had not any peculiar 
reſpe& ſhewn me; neither did I ſet any 


value upon my beauty, or treated my 
* with the leaſt diſdain for that 
ſuperiority 


* * TX 
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ſuperiority of nature, and my drefs 
was, the ſame with theirs, plain and 
neat. When any perſon (which fre- 
quently happened) commended my 
beauty, my father's uſual reply was, 
« She is a good girl, and that is her 
% merit: her goodneſs may laſt for 
* ever, but every day diminiſhes 
* ſomething of the value of beauty; 
_ © the comelineſs of the moſt amiable 
* and engaging form, like the roſe, 
** ſoon goes off, and decays. A few 
„years, ſaid he, change the afp | 
e and features, ſo that, like to ap 
ancient city in ruins, little will re- 
main to ſhew, what was the glory and 
„pride of its inhabitants. Its ex- 

« iſtence, like to certain animals, is 
hut for a day; it is an object fit only 
* n en the ight, and the "yy 
i C 3 
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_< ſure it affords, is like to thoſe ima- 


«« ginary and momentary joys exhi- 


V bited in dreams, which, when 
- oh awake, end either in diſappoint- : 


e ment, or falſe ſatisfaction. The 


1 virtues of the ſoul are only amiable 


e and laſting, and from which ſhe is 
0 to expect any real and fblid good.“ 


Such ſayings were common with my 
| father, and which were of ſingular uſe, 


| Fince- it taught us to found our merit, 
Hot upon any advantages of nature and 
perſon, but to what alone, though ſel- 
dom, it is to de juſtly attributed, 
oh I'VE virtuous endowments | of the 


* 


3 
dl * 5 
q 


- We lived in the aca . 
ne every one Happy, till the fatal 


1 | Gay, when I, wich my brothers and 


4 


#12 ps ſiſters, 


Tas FARM ER's DAUGHTER, 19 
ſiſters, as uſual, went to a neighbour- 
ing wake. Here we met with Mr. 
S-; who, in paſling through the vil- 
lage, alighted from his horſe, and. 
joined with us in the rural paſtime of 
ſinging and dancing. He fixed his 
eyes upon me, and courted my eſteem, 
by endeavouring to pleaſe, and pre- 
ſenting me with ſeveral little trinkets. 
His civility was received with proper 
acknowledgment, and I was far from 
ſuſpecting any baſe defign, where only 
innocent freedoms were taken. He 
talked much, and privately, vith my 
eldeſt brother, to learn from him, as 
1 afterwards underſtood, who I was, 
what my ſtation, family, name, and 
ove of abode, RN 3 
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„Mr. S. was a gentleman poſſeſſed 
* of many natural advantages, im- 
% proved by education and travel; his 
* judgment was ſound, penetration 
acute, addreſs polite, perfon amia- 
* ble, and wit engaging : ſo that it 
“ was impoſſible to be in his compa- 
* ny, und not for the one ſex to 
1 efteem, and the other to admire 
** him. Under theſe excellencies, how- 
5 ever, was a baſe heart; under this 
% heavenly form, great villainies were 
s concealed. By warmly commending 
what he practiſed not, he was judged 
4 to be, what he was not. Repreſent 
to yourſelf what the moſt pious and 
, godly is, ſuch he appeared to be; 
* enquire what the moſt profligate and 
% abandoned are, ſuch he really was. 


: He was thoroughly verſed in in- 
ne trigues, 
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« trigues, and too well knew what 
« would pleaſe, allure, and captivate 
« our ſex. He ſearched into their 
« foibles, then attacked, and ſeldom 
failed of eee his nne 
upon their virtue. . 


Some few days after the wake was 
over, my father received the following 
letter. | 


« Ur, 
ln paſſing through the village of 
«© M. at the time of their wake, I was 
« agreeably ſurpriſed at the fight of 
your eldeſt daughter, whoſe perſon - 
and converſation charmed and cap- 
«© tivated me. She is, Sir, a fortune 
* in herſelf; ſhe wants none other 
portion, than nature hath beſtowed; 


* 


— 
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« and you have improved. If you 


e ſhould deem me reſpectable enough 


4 to be allied to fo worthy a family, 
(0 «© by permitting my addreſſes to the 


*© young lady, you will promote the 
« happineſs of him, who hopes to 
De ſubſcribe himſelf, 


W 


Tour afſeQionate ſon, 
May 14. * JT. S. 


- This letter was received 1 by my fa- 
ther, and read to me, with ſurpriſe and 
aſtoniſhment. It was then I felt ſome- 
thing like love, ſome ſoſt emotions 
riſing in my breaft. My father look- 
ed at me, expecting an anſwer, being 
an entire ſtranger to the affair of the 


1 


— I, at that inſtant, 1 
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ſome tender expreſſions dropt, and his 
polite behaviour, replied by a bluſh, 

which ſeemed to aſk the permiſſion of 
a viſit. My father, obſerving my con- 
fuſion, (which, though I laboured, I 


was unable to conceal,) inſtead of a 


ſevere rebuke, which I apprehended, 
faid, © I hope, child, you have 
* not been guilty of an indiſcre- 
tion in countenancing a firanger, 


+ who may, upon Enquiry, prove un- 


«worthy of your affections. If he 


* hath virtue enough, whatever his 
wealth and power are, which are 
e no conſiderations with me, my con- . 


« ſent, if you are defirous of having 


« it, will follow, fince your happiheſs | 
e will be an addition to my own.“ 1 
anſwered, taking courage, uport fo 
mild d —— an addreſs, Your 

| «+ pleaſure, 
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„ pleaſure, Sir, is mine, . I. ſub- 
« mit myſelf entirely to your will, 
% fince I am fully perſuaded, that as 
« you are always ready to indulge me 
« in all things lawful, ſo you will not 
„ oppoſe, my deſire in any thing, 
but what you imagine, may prove 
e hurtful and injurious to me.” 


My father, aſter conſulting my mo- 
uy and underſtanding who the gen- 
tleman Was, „ returned the followin 8 
aner: ERR | 


bn 3.4 


1 4 Sir, 1 
| Hes: 4 « ] am obliged to you for the kind 
* ſentiments expreſſed in your letter 


« of the 14th inſtant. The alliance 
LE? * propoſed i is not, I think, conſiſtent 


« with your honour and intereſt. How 
N would 


1 


+ „ — wwe 
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would her obſcurity, and your emi- 
nence; her poverty, and your 
wealth; her ſimplicity, and your 
grandeur agree? She hath none 


other portion, than her virtue; of 
ſmall account in an age of licentiouſ- 


neſs, You will find it difficult to 
withſtand the raillery of your ac- 


quaintance, and the cenſure of your 


friends, for marrying a plain country 
girl; when, by reaſon of your birth 
and ſtation in life, you might have 

eaſily acquired a lady of beauty, | 

underſtanding, and fortune. Permit 
me to requeſt you, to think no mote 


of her, and to place your affections, 


where they will be more agreeable 
D Te ce to 


FE 
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*© to your friends, and, in the end, 
** moſt deſireable by yourſelf. 


« Your humble ſervant, 
May 17. | 445; 1H | | 
7 . D. 


How many would have readily given 


admittance to the writer of the letter, 


and thought an alliance to a perſon of 
Mr. S s fortune and diſtinction an 
honour ! Parents are preſumed to act 
for the good of their children, yec it 
{oftentimes happens, that they diſpoſe 
of them in marriage, to ennoble and 
agg Serindize their family, to perſons, 
75 whom they have no affection, hard- 
ly a decent reſpect, if not an entire 
diſlike, and averſion, What real good 


to 


. N 1 2 
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to the parent to have the family enriched 
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and ennobled, if theſe things are to be 


purchiſed at the expence of the chil- 
dren's eaſe, and happineſs? What are 
grandeur, pomp, wealth, and power, if 
there is no inward ſatisfaction? What 
are public appearances and eſteem, if 
they are ſucceeded by domeſtic ſtrife 
and variance? How much happier 
thoſe, who, if poor, are content; ir 


the world frowns upon them abroad, 


unaſſected chearfulneſs reigns at home; 
who forget the cares and troubles of life 
in innocent mirth and ſeſtivitʒ. 


Though my father's eſtate was ſmall, 
his virtues were great ; he eſteemed no 
one the better than another - for his 


wealth, or his power, too often the 


portion of fools and knaves, but for 
8 D 2 the 


o 
* 
* 
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the goodneſs of his actions. The ho- 
neſt man, cloathed in rags, was more 
his admiration, than vice decked in 
embroidery, which he held in the ut- 
moſt deteſtation. Reſpect and deſe- 
rence, in his opinion, belonged, of right, 
only to the man of ſtrict probity and 
integrity, and the more diſtinguiſhed 
by fortune and birth, the greater was 
the obligation to excel others in virtue 


and goodneſs. ST, 


Some few days having paſſed, Mr. 
8. ſent his ſervant, with the following 
letter, to my father : 

ef W 

dir, | 

% | received the. favour of | yours. 

s The goods of fortune have been 


1 ever held, in =p ne of the 
. oui 


* 
323 
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* loweſt eſtimation. The excellencies 
«© of the mind, rare to be met with in 
% any condition of life, made me the 
% lover. If ſo happy to engage the 
« young lady's affections, and to pro- 
*« cure the parents conſent, my beha- 
«. yiour will convince you, how little 1 
« ſhall regard the cenſure of my rela- 
« tions, and with what indifference 1 
« ſhall treat the raillery of my ac- 
« quaintance. I wait your anſwer at 
the end of the lane. 


A 
* 


1 Tan oſt obedient > 
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Aſter ſome private diſcourſe had with 
my mother, my father went out, in- 
vited, and conducted him in. The 
uſual compliments being over, the 
converſation turned upon me. My 
father began, Though, fir, by the 
* ftile of your letter and appearance, 
you are the gentleman, you will 
allow it to be both prudent and diſ— 
* creet in the parent, before he gives 


| © his conſent, ina matter of ſuch in- 


2 tereſting importance to the future 


„ welfare and happineſs of his child, 
* fince you | have but lately come into 
ele parts, to know, who you are, 

what your family and connections, 
« and, what is of more conſequence 
« than either, where is your particular 


« in town, that I may make 
2 : 2 (4 66 the 
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* the neceſſary enquiry into your 
character. My ſatisfaction in this 
« particular will compenſate for any 
* deficiency in the others, and with- 
cout it, however wealthy and power- 
« ful, your application will be fruitleſs, 
and you muſt deſiſt from any farther 


66 viſits. 


- Mr. S— modeſtly replied, © Your 
© requeſts, fir, are prudent and juſt, 
“and it will be a pleaſure to me to give 
* you the ſatisfaction wanted, which, 
] flatter myſelf, after the moſt ſtrict 
* enquiry, you will receive. Our 
2 family have been knights of the 
* ſhire for Somerſetihire ſor many 
«« years; I am the only ſon and heir to 
their vaſt eſtate z we, are connected, 

«* by cringe. with the beſt Sod 
cc in 


=> 
. * 
- * 
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* inthe kingdom, and my reſidence is 


in Groſvenor-ſquare,” 
2 | 


My father took down the anſwer in 
writing, ſaying, that he had ſome 
knowledge of the family, he had men- 
tioned, by reading, but impoſtors be- 
ing frequent, he muſt excuſe him, if 
he doubted. If he ſhould prove to be 
the * he declared himſelf, he 
might have free acceſs to his houſe, 
upon the honourable terms he had 


| mentioned, of which he ſhould have 


the earlieſt notice. Mr. S. entirely 


approved of theſe proceedings, deſiring 


_» 


* retired, but my father infifted 


my father that he would be expeditious 


in his enquiry ; ; wich he 1 e 


Dinger being bey Mr. 8 would 


upon 
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upon his ſtaying. Nothing relative to 
our affair paſſed at table, excepting a 
few tender looks, and modeſt bluſhes. 
After dinner the converſation was con- 
cerning the degeneracy and profligacy 
of the times, of the luxury of the 
great, the pride of the middling peo- 
ple, and the extreme diſtreſs of the 
poor; that every one aimed at appear- _ 
ances above their condition, and vied 7 
with their ſuperiors in folly and extra- 
I vagance; that diſtinction was confound- 
ed, a 'peereſs was not to be known 
irom a draper's wife, nor a lord from a 
haberdaſher of hats, but by their ad- 
dreſs. The conſequence, ſaid Mr. S 
is apprehended will be a diflolution of 
order, and a general licentiouſneſs of 
manners. Your obſervations, replied 
my father to Mr. S—, are very juſt, 


4 ' 50 
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and it may be faid, without the Teaft 
imputation of enthuſiaſm, that the pre- 
ſent age is proſperous and flouriſhing. 
and its conduct not very wiſe, nor its 
morals very good. I fear, if a refor- 
mation doth not ſoon take place, the 
Poor will be ſtarved, the middling peo- 
ple bankrupts, and the great needy 
penſioners: it is an affair that deſerves 
the eee of "ow! 1 | 


$53. | 


Alas! 8 replied Mr. S—, the 


1 great are wholly engaged in procuring. 


places and penſions, they have no lei- 
ſure to attend to other matters. Their 
continual jealoufies and animoſities pre- 
the evils, the public labours under, and 
to correct the manners of the times. 
aa is true, indeed, that there is a cry 
6408 | 1 of 


* 
. 


Ll 
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of public pit, but private intereſt is 
the view. Let a place, or penſion, be, 
offered them, then the noiſe ceaſes, 
and the ſpirit vaniſhes away. When 
they refuſe the proffered bribe, it doth 
not proceed from a regard, the uſual 
pretence, for their country, but the . 
thing offered is not conſiderable enough; 
bid up-to the price, and all will come 
in. The moſt effectual way of ſi- 
lencing the mouthing patriots, is to find 
out their foibles, which, when diſco- 
vered, there are, you well know, Sir, 
various departments in the ſtate, to 
pleaſe and fatisfy all. If every thing 
elſe fails, a peerage, with a reverſiona- 
ry grant, to enable the booby heir to 
live up to the dignity of his title, is a2 
ne temptation, and a great acquiſition, 
bor a been * 3 Who 
. will 


* 2 1 
* _ 


a * 
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will allow it to be far more preferable 
to be admitted into the council of his 
prince, than to be at the head, or thb 
admiration, of a ruſtic mob. This, 
Sir, is the cauſe and end of patriotiſm, 
for few are to be found, who live and 
die patriots, acting only from a pure 
difintereſted zeal. for the public good. 
Their ſervices to their 'country are, 
| like their neceſſities, temporary; 
| they mean not to benefit the conftitu- 
tion, but themſelves ; they merit not 
even the applauſe of their own times, 
they are talked of for a little while, 
they die, and their . I. 
with tem. 


| Therg 3 is another fort of wablic-ſp; 
rited gentlemen, ridiculous, not miſ- 
—_— z whoſe ä N 
N | from 
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from the ſroth and ſcum of news- 
papers, taverns, and coffee-houſes; 
theſe are reputable tradeſmen, and 
wholeſale dealers. This gentry is very 
free and liberal in their cenſures 
and inveRives againſt placemen and 
penſioners; not won defire of diſ- 
placing and ſucceeding them, (no, 
they are conſcious of their want of 
ability and deſert,) but to appear wiſe 
and knowing to their country cuſto- 
mers and ſervants, to make a figure 
before the Polite and well-bred mecha- 
nicks at a common=council-man' 8 feaſt, 
or the mixed multitude on the lord- 
mayor's day. Theſe men treat their 
ſovereign as they do their apprentices, 
. the officers of ſtate like their journey- 
. wen, and the members of parliament 
4 _ 0 their ſhopmen and porters. . Of 
HD * E ſuch 


_ 
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ſuch a azur and temper is their -_ 
ſpirit. C 

A 1 1. 

"IWhhep. x die; men, . ſaid my father, 
with of wrong and falſe meaſures from 
above, they ſhould take heed to give 

uſt and good meaſure | at home, 
| When, with a ſorrowful countenance, 
they declaim concerning the diſtreſſes 
of the poor, let them avoid ' oppreſſion 
to individuals. When they bitterly ex- 
claim againſ the pride and luxury of 
the great, let them not be extravagant 
and intemperate in themſelves. A 
lecture of ſobriety from a drunkard; 
of modeſty, from a debauchee; of 
induſtry, ; from a gameſter, will make 
few converts. They would do better 

to mind their own buſineſs, keeping 
* BI, board. e their cuſto- 


mer $ 


mers behind the counter, and mending 
their own manners, than attempt a 
taſk, ſo unequal to their puny under- 
ſtandings, as that of e the 
ſtate. 10015 ng 


Your remarks, faid Mr. 8—, are 
right, Theſe politicians, in my opi- 
nion, are like to hypocrites in reli- 
gion, who, from the mere exclaiming 
againſt Vice, and commending virtue, 
think to acquire to themſelyes the cepu 
tation of being more vistuous, and leſs 
vicious, than their neighbours: Here 
need. the noratſution.”: it Wr 
*. 8 Wis 


My 4 aner was kin pleaſed and 
entertained with the ſenſible reflechock ; 
* S—, who tool his leave of the 

E 2 family, 


9 3 
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family, with a promiſe of a return, after 
the enquiry. When he was gone, the 
whole family ſpoke greatly in favour of 
Mr. 8—, not one was ſilent in his 
praiſe; and they generouſly concurred 
with me, in preſſing my father to ſet 
out for London the next day, which 
| he, ever ready to oblige his family, 


F 1 


0 60 my father was pleaſed before at the 
underſtanding of Mr. S—, | he was now 
charmedat theamiableneſsof his charac- 
ter. So far from being a bad man, that he 

vasfree; even from theſuſpicions of guilt, 
For his exemplary life he was in high 
efteem with the rich; beloved by the 
poor, whom he often and liberally re- 
lieved; and the tradeſmen, in the 
— * on him the 
Im E greateſt 
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greateſt encomiums for his punctuality 
and regularity in his payments» But, 
alas! all this was hypoeriſy, (top much 
the religion of the times) a mers ſhew 
of goodneſs ; be was, what is yes 
a private ſinner. In places the mqſt 
diſtant from his dwelling-houſs, not 
viſited by any of his acquaintance, 8 
ſecreſy certain, he gave a looſe to his 


119 


| defires, and no one fo debauched and 
intemperate, as my farbgrs. 700 Li 
me, Gorey 


f 1193 Yah? 
Rejoicing at the 1 intelli- 

genge, my. father haſtened into the 

country. No ſooner did he axrive, 

hut he wrote the following 5 

Mr. S—. | 

1M 2999! eic lo 1479522-9d3 nog 
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„ » 610436 e. Sir, en 24 Wi 
Ve u am juſt tetutted from town, 
* a I have received the ſatisfac- 
tion required. If you continue, in 
"he ſame mind, as, from your cha- 
M rafter, I am convinced of your 
1 " intention being honourable, you are 
"us © Perqairted to renew, and continue, 
your viſits, and if you can' engage 
4 affetions of the daughter, you 
may reſt aſſured of the father's con- 


10 ſent. , * 4 

; villen nig e ie 
90) oni 
Lacs e Your bumble Ferran, 


Way 1 1 FONTS: 
* I'S 7 5 F 
* 4 % # # # « 8. D. 


Upon the receipt of this letter, Mr. 
— came early the next morning, and 
} | 


= 8.54 
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continued his viſits daily, and was con- 


fidered as one of the family. We were 
frequently alone, when he would en- 
tertain me with diſcourſes of the ſince- 
rity of his paſſion ; he ſeemed to ſpeak 
the language of his heart, His beha- 
viour was modeſt, never uttering an 
indecent expreſſion, nor offering any 
rudeneſs, notwithſtanding our freedom, 
and "familiarity, He exclaimed with 
great warmth and indignation againſt 


thoſe villains, who, taking an advan- 
tage of the weakneſs of our ſex, by 
promiſes of never ceaſing love, ſteal 


their affections, deceive them, and, 


having deprived them of their- virtue, 


leave them to infamy and diſeaſe. 
Such converſation was extremely agree- 
able, and banner me in | my ON 0 pinion 


ai 
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of Mr. 8— 8 ue and his love for if , 


1 72 


D 


. 


"After A few weoks 2 in this 
' manner, the ſiſter of Mr. S— came 
into the country to ſee him; in ap- 
Pearance a modeſt, ſenſible, and diſ- 
ereet young lady, very agreeable and : 
entertaioing i in her converſation, There 
needed no apology for introducing her 
40. the family, fo; amiable a- perſon 
could not fail of being acceptable. 
Her temper was ſo free and eaſy, that 
the ſoon gained my confidence, and l 
communicated to her, without the leaſt 
"reſerve, the ſecrets of my foul, and the 
' exceſſive paſſion I had for her brother ; 
little imagining, that I cheriſhed a vi- 
per in my boſom, and under the mak 
e friendſhip my. ruin was to be ac- 

compliſhed. 
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compliſhed. About a fortnight after 
her coming, the marriage was fixed, 
and great preparations were making, 
for the ſolemnization. Mr. S—, in 
the mean time, was ſetting out on a 
journey into Somerſetſhire, to pay a viſit 
to his friends and relations, and to com- 
municate his intended nuptials. The 
day before he ſet out, he rode over to 
my father's, and intreated him to per- 
mit me to be with his ſiſter, till his 
return, | which would be with the utmoſt 
expedition. The requeſt, being reaſo- 


nable, . was 1A aurares 


The next avwalng Mr. S—,' ſont 
ingly, © with the © greateſt reluctance; 
the moſt ſincere expreſſions of his af- 
ſection, and the moſt tender embraces, 
ders one who are uſed to deceive, 
a bound 
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abound with) took his leave, and pro- 
ceeded on his journey. His depar- 
ture gave me o ſmall concern, for 


15 though his love was baſe and deſigning, 


mine was chaſte and honeſt. His ſiſter 
was not wanting in words of conſola- 


lation, ſaying «© How unfortunate it 


% was, that ſo loving a pair ſhould ſuf- 


1 fer the uneaſineſs of 'a moment's ſe- 
« paration, and“ Here ſhe was ſtopt, 


by the ſudden and unexpected return 
of Mr. S—, in a;poſt-chaiſe, who had 
been thrown from his horſe, and much 
bruiſed, and wounded. The fight of 
his blood, terribly ſrightened me, and, 


ke one frantick, I ran, not knowing 


33 how happaned his mins > Wha 


1 6 


4 
5 
| 
' 
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v4 b your hurt? Where is your pain?“ 
Ile replied, % Infoldediin- theſe arms, 
I feel, my love, no pain; this preci- 
% ous balm, [ſaluting me, ] will ſoon 
0 recover Wes and heal er wounds. 


He was a MPH put into bed; 
and an expreſs was diſpatched to my fa · 
ther, to aoquaint Kim of this melan- 
choly accidentz which, when related, 
affeted tho whole family with the 
deepeſt concern. In the interim, the 
ſurgeon,” who had been ſent for, (a 
ſervant of Mr. S—'s, a pander to his 
infamous luſt, drefled like one of the 
profeſſion) came, and, after having ex- 
amined him, pronounced him; (a moſt 
joyful hearing) out of danger, but or- 
dered him to be kept ſtill, for fear of 


| 'When 


——̃ — ů e — 1 ——— 
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When my: father came, after ſome 
words of condolance paſſed, I requeſted 
that I might ſtay to aſſiſt Mr. S—'x 
ſiſter, in the recovery of her brother's 
health, and of a perſon ſo dear and va- 


 luable to me, and to our family. The 
requeſt was readily granted by my fa- 
ther, who added, Well, Sir, if love 


* and eſteem can do any thing towards 
a cure, your recovery will be ſoon 


.« effected by two ſuch nurſes. Mr. 


8 ſmiled, and my father leſt him, 


ſending every day to know how he did, 
5505 oftentimes coming himſelf. 


a | Hisfiſter and oa up.every 
night. Notwithſtanding his indiſpoſi- 

tion, the hours ſeemed to paſs pleaſant- 
ly away, love being the principal ſub- 
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ject of our converſation, and frequent 
the wiſhes of the day, when our hap» 


pineſs would be completed. One night, 
when we had entered deeply into theſe 


matters, and reaſon was abſorbed in 


love, he, who had been long watching 
the favourable opportunities of gratify- 
ing the baſe deſign upon my honour, 
ſaid, ** My dear, why ſhould we pro- 
tra && the bliſs, which we ſo ardently 
„% with to enjoy?“ I ſtood amazed, 
and confounded, at his ſaying. He 
drew me towards him, and declared, 
with the moſt ſolemn vows, his ſince· 
rity. I endeavoured to releaſe myſelf, — 
and called out for help, but in vain, 
for he claſped me in his arms, and pre- 


vented me. He ſolicited, I denied; 
he promiſed, I trembled; he vowed, 
| believed. ; 


NN 8 Ire 


«> 
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given the world 
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ire the guilty ſcene was cloſed, my 
conſcience ſmote me: and, when the 
guilty, ſcene was cloſed, _— 
from within told me, that I had done 
wrong. O! what trouble and ſorrow 
did I feel at heart! The mind, chefore 
calm and ſerene, was now reſtleſs, and 
diſturbed. My innocence, nber to 
be reſtored, was no more, and happineſ; 
exchanged for n. I would have 
have been myſelf 
again, and to have "recovered my loſt 


Ys; © £ A554 mofieniefs, wich ame 


and grief; when his fiſter, coming in, 
and learning the cauſe of my confufion, 
inſtead of pitying and commiſerating, 
ſailed at my misfortune, and com- 


\$ plimented me on the pleafing ſurren- 
den as the termed it. For, my 


** dear, 


11. — — "TS Wo n RE _—_ 
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« dear, it is only anticipating the ce- 
„ remony, and you need not be under 
« the leaſt apprehenſion, after ſo many 
« ſolemn aſſurances given, of the ſin- 
40 cerity of Mr. S—'s paſſion.” With 


| that ſaying he came forward, 'and, 


with a ſeeming tremor on his ſpirits, 


cenſured and reproached himſelf for 
the raſtmeſs of the action, wholly-aſ- _ 
cribing it to the violence of his paſſion ; 


which, notwithſtanding what had hap- 


pened, he aſſured me, was not leſſened, 
but heightened ; and, to convince me 


of it, he would marry me, by a ſpecial 

licenſe, previous to the ages 4 
| 330144 88 
Thi a l 93 relief to 
my led mind, as it would coriceal 


„ ee though it could not encuſe 


F 2 - the 
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the crime I had committed. I went to 
ded ſupperleſs, but no reſt could I take, 
. \conſcious guilt kept me awake, and 
reflection upon the paſt folly, and the 
fear of its diſcovery, made me almoſt 
mad. The behaviour of his pions and 

modeſt ſiſter aſtoniſhed me, who, in- 
dead of condemning, approved, the 
-deed ; inſtead of being enraged at, 
was delighted with, it. This confide- 

d ed me to a ſuſpicion, that he 
uld, notwithſtanding his fair and 


BB . promiſes, deceive, and aban- 
E . i&n me, to all the horrours of ſhame, 
| -and guilt. With theſe, and the like, 
melancholy reflections, the ſolitary 
night * . in tears of grief, 
oF 2:35; 
— 7 fifter came in the Hl to 
3 chamber, _ invited me down to 
vil; 4 breakfaſt 


/ 
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breakfaſt in her brother's apartments; 
which I entered, with a dejected and 


ſad countenance, and fat down in ſilent 


ſorrow. *©* My love, ſaid Mr. S—, 
«© be not ſo ſorrowful and caſt down, 
J expect the licence and clergyman 
about noon ; when, I hope, you will 


« be ſatisfied, that though my paſſion 


« was violent, the deſign was not baſe. 
„% May I be the moſt. wretched. of 
„ beings, whilſt living, and. when 


dead, the moſt accurſed hereafter, 


« if I even purpoſe: to-deceive thee. 
Look not then with ſuch coldneſs on 
% me.” I, unpractiſed in love's falſe 


arts, was eaſy of belief, but my heart 


was too full n any 
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2 tite, to eat, I was fo troubled in mind: 
_ Breakfaſt being over, I took a walk in 
the garden, where every thing (I fan- 
1&led) reminded me of my loſt inno- 
Ubence. The flowers ſeemed to have 
no fragrancy, and the blooming. roſe 
faded at my touch. As I was entering 
into an harbour, to meditate on my 
wretched condition, a ſervant came to 
acquaint me, that Mr. S— requeſted 
my preſence in the * adding, 
nr * en come. 
oft. 
71 —— ved: haſty: A WIFE in 
a few minutes, to all appearance, we 
were married. This ceremony re- 
moved every ſuſpicion, and re- 
Heaſed me from many fears. We now 
| agreed 


* 
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agreed to live together, like married 
| 3 with this reſtriction, thit we 
would avoid familiarity before any of 
the family, leſt we might be ſuſpect- 


About ten days. paſſed away in this 
manner, when, one evening, after ſup- 
per, he told me, that if agreeable to me, 
he would a» fix day, in the following 
week, for our public marriage; which 
being approved of, he ſent immediate 
notice thereof to my father, whom he 
defired to accompany him the next 
day, to take out the licence, as I was 
under age. My father accordingly 
came, expreſſed great joy at the ap- 
ptoaching nuptials, and went home, 


fully ; fatisfied of my happineſs, from 


the courteous and — behaviour 77 
Mr. 


f 1 
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Mr. S— towards him, and the tender- 
neſs and affection he ſhewed to me. 
The wedding was to be kept at my 
father's, and great preparations were 
made, the neighbouring gentry being 
invited. 


To days before the wedding day, 
Mr. S—, after breakfaſt, propoſed an 
airing, the firſt after his ſeigned indiſ- 
. poſition, having the night before ſent 
.off all his valuables and luggage in a 
-waggon. This propoſal was chearfully 
conſented to by me, thinking it would 
;contribute to the recovery of his 

health; by his fiſter, the ſcheme hav- 
ing ſucceeded, leſt the ſecret ſhould 
be diſcovered. We went into the 
coach, the window blinds having been 

2 up for fear of his taking col. 
When 


* 


> 
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When we were ſeated, four more horſes 
were clapt to the pair, and the ccach- 
man received orders not to ſtop at any 
place. After travelling three or four 
hours, I ſaid When, my dear, ſhall 
« we ſtop? Where are we going, for 
«© we ſeem to be drove at a great 
rate? We are not far from home, 
« ſaid Mr. S—. We are taking a 
circuit, and the hills make it ſeem 
long and tedious: a little patience, 


«© my love, and we ſhall be at our 


« journey'send.” In leſs than two hours, 
the coach ſhook and jolted ſo much, 
that I vas afraid of being overturned, 
and, hearing ſtrange voices on each fide 
of the coach, I was terrified with the 
apprehenſion of thieves. Mr. S, to 
diſſipate my fears, let down the blind; 
e viey ſurpriſe and toni 
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I found myſelf in an inn, and, upon 
1 «alighting, enquiring the name of the 
Place, I was anſwered, with a ſmile, 
at my ignorance, ** It is called, ma- 


cc dam, Lon don.” 


We were e ſhewn a roam, into which 
1 had ſcarce entered, when I fainted 
"away. Upon recovery from the fit, 
Mr. S aſſured me, the deſign of 
| coming to town was, that I might pleaſe i 
myſelf with patterns of. filks ſor ſuits i 
af clothes, and to buy ſome laces and 
Jewels, ſuitable to my ſtation of life, 


Da wes 49 moke po my ; 


Hy > — 0 


Ars Farmer's DAuGHTRR. 59 | 
a great variety of the things mention- 

ed, carried us to a large and elegant 
houſe in Broad-Rtreet, pre repared for my 
I W 


The next day I toſe early, expect- 
ing the coach and fix to carry us into 
the country. But how confounded was 
l. when Mr. S—'s fiſter acquainted me, 
that her brother had put off his journey, | 
and had written to my father, ee 
ing our marriage, in the country; ad- 
ding, that this being his reſolution, | 
. ſhe ſhould take her leave, as we were 
ao happily and comfortably ſettled, 
and ſet out to- mortow, on her return 
7 I to Somerſetſhire. I could make no an- 
„wer for ſome time, at laſt, burſting 
into a flood of tears, I faid, * O ma- 
18 dam, n 
| | | 16 2 
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hes? firange place; without your com- 
ce _ pany I ſhall be comfortleſs, baving 
« no one to whom I can communi- 
«cate my thoughts, or converſe with, 
but yourſelf; ſtay, at leaſt, till I f 
have contracted ſome acquaintance, il | 
Ex vill I can ſend for a ſiſter to town, 
« to be my companidg.” « T pity your 
3 10 condition, replied mils S—, but his | 
| orders, for my leaving town, are ab- 
1 10 ſolute, and I muſt comply, however 
XG -difagreeable ; my whole ſubſiſtence 
1 depending on him, which you will WW 
or hereafter fully know.” Then em- 
bracing me, with great warmth, the i: 
Y fd, « If 1 have ever done any thing 
* 20 to dif pleaſe or offend you, forgive 
1 me.“ I haftily anſwered, not dream- 
* ing. that ſhe had been the thodinſtrumgnt 
employed to effec. * „ 
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« want no forgiveneſs, for it is not in 
« ſo good a nature, to do any one the 
« leaſt injury.” This ſaid, we em- 
braced again, and ſhe departed, to 
prepare, as I thought, for her jour- 
ney. © : 

She was a young woman of a reputa- 
ble family, as I found, in the city, 
who had been ſeduced from her rela- 
tions by Mr. S—, on whom he had 
made an handſome ſettlement, on this 15 
vile and infamous condition, that ſhe 
ſnould, upon occaſion, repreſent his 
ſiſter, and be aſſiſting to him in his in- 
rrigues, to debauch the innocent and 
unwary, He became acquainted with” 
her at a city ball. At theſe eatertain- 
ments the youth of both ſexes indif-* 
_— meet, and little enquiry is 
= 6 | 
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made into the character of the perſon; 
admitted; the appearance, if decent, 
being ſufficient to conſtitute the gen- 


. tleman, and to procure his admiſſion, 
At theſe. entertainments, freedoms, 


though innocent, are permitted, which 


do not comport with that reſerved be- 
haviour the young ladies are obliged to 
| obſerve at home, and an acquaintance 
is often contracted, which reflects an 
injury on their character, if nothing 


| worſe happens to their perſon, 


How unſuitable to her ſtation and 
| . circumſtances in life, is the city miſs's 
| education. Inſtead of being taught 
good houſewifry, how to bring up, 
and manage a family, the is bred up in 
ide air and taſte of quality; ſhe is 
Ste o 6ng—to play—to dance—to 
TI 7 ꝗ ᷣ ? 


. 


THE FARM ERS DAUGHTER. 63 


talk French — toſhine at a play, or an 
opera —even to vie with ladies of the 
firſt diſtin tion, at Mrs. Cornelys's, in 
finery. What muſt be the conſequence 
of this vanity? If her fortune and 
diſcretion are not equal to her pride, ſhe 
will facrifice her virtue to ſupport the 
latter, and become the miſtreſs of ſome 
vicious lord, or elſe the muſt bemoan 
ker virginity all the days of her life; 
fince a ſuperior will not match with her, 

and one, of equal condition, . avoids 
her, knowing that ſuch connection 
muſt terminate in beggary and ruin: . 
Thus, through the extravagance of fe- 
males in dreſs, and the dearneſs of the 
neceflaries of life, a conſiderable check 
is given to matrimony, and keeping, 

unleſs a ſumptuary law is enacted, un- — 
F een And, if the ſpirit of bud 
G 2 ing 


= 
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ing proceeds, as it hath begun, and no 
ſtop put to luxury, we ſhall in. time be- 
come a city of buildings without inha- 


bits nts.” : } 


4 1 Mr. S— s return home to din- 
ner, I mentioned the diſcourſe of his 
We ſiſter; he, ſmiling, anſwered, It is 
10 very true, and, ſince we are married, 
it is of little conſequence, where we 
live, either in town, or country:“ 
adding, I have wrote to your father, 


| by * earneſtly requeſting his leave for 


. *. ſome of the family to come to town.” 

1 was well pleaſed at this declaration, 

hoping the beſt, yet ſuſpecting the 

| worſt. What increaſed my ſuſpicion 

us, aftera month's refidence in town, 
I heard nothing from the country, he 

* continually . me with daily ex- 

| | pectation 


WE 
Br 


y 


— 
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pectation of their arrival, or diverting 


an enquiry by the public entertain 
ments. What farther increaſed my 
ſuſpicion was, the not being viſited by 
any family, though I frequently went 
to the play, and he convetſed there 
with ſeveral perſons, both gentlemen, 
and ladies; and, what was more parti- 


cularly noticed by me, he never went 4 


himſelf, nor permitted me to go; to 
church, from which, except in the 
time of his indiſpoſition, he never, in 
the country, abſented. 


I was confirmed. in my ſuſpicions, 
that things were not right, by the fol- 
lowing incident. I took up a reſoluti- 
on of viſiting, ſince I could not be vis 
ited by, my neighbours. Iaccording- 
ly ſeat a card to lady L—, with my 
©; 8 3 compliments. 
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compliments, if not engaged, 1 would 
wait upon her that afternoon. 
ſervant returned with this verbal meſ- 
fage, that lady L— wondered at my 
aflurance, for ſhe kept no ſuch compa- 
ny. This meſſage greatly ſurprized 
me, knowing Mr. S— to be much her 
© ſuperior in birth and fortune. When 
be came in, I ſhewed him the card, 
and told him the anſwer returned. At 
which be appeared highly diſpleaſed, 
and incenſed; from a reſentment, I 
ed. of the treatment ſhewn to me, 
inſtead of an apprehenſion of a e- 
-Yon of 1 8 . 
1 . . after this affair, going 
” his cabinet, I -found the licence, 
which, alarmed me, imagining that it 
un. N in the ** ö 
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to which we belonged, when we were 


married. I carefully folded it up, aun 


put it into my pocket, and ordering the 
chair to be got ready, I bid the ſer- 
vants to carry me to a linen-draper's in 
the neighbourhood. After having pur- 
chaſed ſundry things, I entered into 


ſome converſation with him, and men- 
tioned the ungenteel behaviour of la- 


backward, the draper replied; '** Ma- 
« dam, that lady's behaviour was up- 
on the preſumption of your not be- 
ing married, and in the fame opini- 
% on is the whole neigkbourhood: 


Mr. S— s character being very well 


„ known in this part of the town.” 
cc What, Sir, ſaid I, ſomęwhat in 
* anger, do you take me to be 


7 bis miſtreſs? Pray read this, and be 
e convinced, 
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convinced, (giving the licence into 
his hands) that J am the lawful wife 
« of Mr. S—.“ He took it, and, read- 
ing, ſhook his head, ſaying. Ma- 
dam, this is an old licence, obtained 
% by fraud, the real names and date 
are eraſed, and yours, as you may 
«obſerve, forged ; you will find your- 
«ſelf, what many of your ſex have 


to have been impoſed” on and de- 
<*/ ceived, if you look upon him as 
« your huſband.” At this declaration 
I ſwooned away, and was, with diffi- 
culty, got into the chair. I went 
home, waiting, with the utmoſt impati- 
ence, Mr. S—'s return to dinner. Din- 
ner being over, and the ſervants dif- 
miſſed, I intreated the favour of his re- 
Cort me a . queſtion, which 


6 >. 2 — | Was, 
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0 8. 4 Whether I was his wiſe, or his 
e « miflreſs] ?” He anſwered, with ſome 
y indignation, « Can you doubt of be- 
“ing the former, when you know in 
ce what particular manner our marriage 
« was ſolemnized? To which I re- 
plied, “ I am informed, by Mr. T—, 
« the draper, that the licence, which 
found in your cabinet, and ſhewed 
„ him, and by which we were marri- 
* ed, Was a forgery,. and the clergy- 
© man, who married us, was certainly 
** no better than an impoſtor.” _ This 
unexpected reply confuſed him, when, 
after a little hefitation, and taking a 
turn round the room, he anſwered, 
Pray, madam, do [ treat you, like a 
I © miſtreſs? Are you not in full poſſeſ- 
** ſion of every thing that I have? Do 


S * want ſor any thing, that can 
7 " | contribute 


« * * 
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<« contribute to your pleaſure and your 
&« eaſe? Have you not the ſole com- 
mand, and diſpoſal, of this houſe? 
It would become you better, ma- 
dam, to be grateful for what you 
« have; and I would adviſe you, as 
. you value my happineſs and your 
% own, not to be too prying and in- 
3 « quiſitive.” He ſaid no more, waited 
for no reply, and went out of the room 
in a moſt violent paſſion. This cool- 
neſs confirmed the fentiments of the 
draper, and my wretched condition 
* me in the face. - 


5 He is 5 for no expence; indeed, 
d make life pleaſant and agreeable. 
K houſe, genteely furniſhed; a libra- 
ufiſtinę of modern books in tafte; 

gay. and operas, to amuſe and enter- 
_ ain; ; 
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tain; a coach and chariot, with ſer- 
ur vants, to attend me at all hours; the moſt 
i- WW ſumptuous dteſſes, and richeſt jewels, 
% adorn my perſon; the choiceſt 
vines, and moſt luxurious delicacies, 
ui to regale the appetite; in ſhort, I 
s WW ſcemed to want for nothing, when, in 
reality, I wanted for every thing, my 
- WW innocence, my innocence was loſt, 
and could the perjured wretch have 
n i reſtored it me again, or made the right 
compenſation for the violation of it, 
by a real marriage, I ſhould have 
been happy. Heaven would have par- 
doned the firſt folly, I ſhould have 
been preſerved from greater wretched 
neſs, and, worft of all, from an increaſe 
of guilt. In the abſence of Mr. S—, 
the library was my principal delight; 
in ſome of the — ] read of the difo" 
9 treſſes 2 
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| treſſes of the unfortunate and deluded 
part of our ſex, which drew tears of 
pity and commiſeration from me, not 
imagining, at that time, that I ſhould 
de plunged i into the ſame, even great- 


er. e, though not the lame 


- ſe 
„ LY * 7 
. 4 
4 1 * 9 F g 4 = . * 
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BE 5 was narrowly watched, by order of 


. left J ſhould abſcond. [ 


ould certainly have attempted an e- 


ſcape, but 1 knew not where, or to 


whom, to go, and 1 dreaded a return 
do my father. He behaved with his 
* uſual civility, for about two years after 
of this affair, endeavouring to keep me 


in i * and proteſting his inno- 
cence. After that time he began to 
3 was leſs at home, and ſeemed 
as fond of my company. He fre- 

my 


* 
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quently came home diſo dered in li- 
quor, which he knew was my deteſta- 
tion, when he inſulted me with the 
moſt opprobrious language, as if it was 
not ſufficient to have ſpoiled me of my 
: MW innocence. He would excuſe himſelf 
indeed the next day, when ſober, but 

his intoxication was ſo often repeated, 
mat he was loſt to all ſenſe of decency, 
and began to treat me with the greateſt 

indifference. Nevertheleſs I was ſtu- 
dious to pleaſe, and humour his per- 
verſe temper, being careful not to 


commit a fault, or to offer the leaſt 15 


pretence for his brutalitʒ. 


Would the ſriends of the bottle re- 
itect on the miſchievous conſequences 
of exceſlive drinking, they would be 
ſiok of it, at leaſt be temperate in the 


H ul. 
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uſe of it. The drunkard i is not content 


with murdeking himſelf, but he ſcatter 0 
miſchief all around him. His tonguM, 


is full of ſlander and defamation — Hi, 
eyes are inflamed, and burn, with lut—i; 
_ His ears are open to every baſe and 
ſcandalous report — His hands ar; 
ready to commit any violence, and hin 
Feet ſwift to execute it. For wine n 
hardens him againſt the fear of danger, In 
ſtifles remorſe, renders him inſenſible Im 
of ſhame, prompts him to mean grail. 
tiſications, and urges him on to the moſt 
..cruel and ungenerous actions. Mr. f 
S—, to excuſe his drinking, (the folly Mi 
of which, when cool, I took the free -· Nia 
dom of remonſtrating to him) plead-MWh; 
ed, That there was truth in wine. Ach 
-juit obſervation. For it frequently Nor 
occaſions the wine-bibbers to to ſpeak, Myc 
___ what, 
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ug chat, in prudence, they ſnould have 
carefully o „and often expoſes 
Vi their weakneſs and incapacity, which 
1B would have been for their intereſt to 
-Zlave continued a ſecret. - However 
vM(ucceſsful in diſſembling, when ſober, , 
refit is not an eaſy matter to play the 
WM hypocrite, when drunk. The more 
eme perſon is diſguiſed in liquor, the 
more open his heart generally is; it 
makes wiſe men to appear like ſools, 
and, ſome what unluckihy indeed, 
ſhews fools, not known to be ſuch be- 
fore, what they really are, not wiſe ; 3 
it takes every one off his guard, leav- 
ing no one the command of himſelf, 
his words, or bis actions. This was 
the caſe of Mr. S—, who, in his fits 
ot intemperance, would drop the 
, n * deſerting, keeping. com- 
, H 2 2 plying, 
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« plying, diſcharging, marrying,” 
c&c. Though I underſtood not the 
meaning of theſe words, I ſuſpected 
they proceeded from ſome baſe ſcheme 
in agitation. I foon found my pi pi- 
cion to be true. 


One nn he brought home with 
him a gentleman, whom he called 
Sir John: it was late, and I had waited 

in expectation of his coming to tea, 
He ſeemed to have been drinking very 
freely, for he could ſcarce ſupport 
himſelf. ' After they were ſeated, | 
aſked him, if he choſe tea, or coffee 
He, with an unuſual air, broke the 
china with his cane, ordered the ſer- 
vant to fetch a bottle of claret, and, 
in an imperious tone, bid me begone 
„ 3 * reſpects, and 


with 
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with pleaſure retired; but had the cu- 
riofity, knowing that I way ſecure. from 


a diſcovery, to liſten to the converſa- 


tion. Well, ſaid my ſquire, am not 1 
a man of ſpirit, think you, Sir John ? 
Who dares to treat a, miſtreſs thus ? 
Sir John replied, W by, truly, np 
man; nor would you haye dared, hag 
ſhe been youę miſtreſs. Will you bet 
an hundredyguinees? No, betting, 
anſwered Sir Johan; her countenance is 
too modeſt, and her behaviour too pru- 
dent, for a kept lady, and your man- 
ner of treating her too rude and inſolent 
to be her keeper ; ſhe is certainly your 
wiſe. Was ſhe, zaur., miſtreſs, ou 
would. have had the coſſee - pot at your 
head, and the ſervants been ordered to 8 


have kicked us bath out of the houſe g 


and marrow you nayſt hay eprops : 
Lact II. 3 
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her peace, and your reconciliation, by 
a preſent of plate, a diamond ring, or 
a piece of filk. I have ſeen enough, 


Harry, of this brutal conduct in the 


married ſtate, (that I cannot be miſta- 


ken) when *the beſt treatment hath 
been merited; but have never known, 


or heard of it in the other, notwith- 


flanding the pride and infolence have 
been intolerable, and would have ex- 
cuſed the worſt behaviour. I went 
away, having heard enough to convince 
me of Mr. S—'s baſeneſs, and diſho- 
n eſty. , | | 
ed d confider- 
able time, when, coming home, one 
evening, very early, and unexpected- 
ly, to ſupper, being in great good hu- 
 mour, DG" this and that, he 
7 faid, 
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ſaid, Will you oblige me, my dear, 
« with your company, to morrow, at 
« the opera.” I was pleaſed with the 
opportunity of going abroad, having 
been at no place of entertainment for 
ſome time, and much confined. We 
ſpent the evening agreeably, fat up 
late, and were uncommonly chearſul. 
Sad mirth ! The event will ſnewit. We 
are often leaſt ſuſpicious, when there 
is the moſt danger, and when it is ne- 
ceſſary to be, we are the leaſt, upon 
our guard. Little did I expect, under 
theſe profeſſions of regard and com- 
plaiſance, my deſtruction was con- 
cluded upon, and that in giving him 
the pleaſure of my company, an eter- 
nal ſeparation was deſignedd. 


I 


- hs 
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The following evening I went, rich · 
ly dreſſed, to the opera, and afterward; 
to a friend's houſe, where we finiſhed 
the evening; and, being late, continu- 
ed all night. In the morning he roſe 
early, and, after breakfaſt, pretend- 
ing ſome urgent buſineſs, he left me, 
with a promiſe of ſeeing me at dinner, 


I wondered that the chariot returned 


not, for I uſually took an airing every 
morning. Dinner brought up, I was 
; under no little concern, that he came 
not. Dinner and ſupper being over, an 
ho Mr. S—, I became very uneaſy. 
Whilſt I was confidering with my- 


 Teff, what ſhould be the cauſe: of his 


abſence, a porter brought me the fol- 


Z 5 ls billet, 


0 
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8 My deareſt, 


„Be not troubled at my abſence, 
« occafioned by debates in parliament, 


« of the moſt intereſting concern to 
the public. The time is not leſs te- 


« dious to me, than you, till my re- 
« turn. I am obliged to keep the 
« chariot, not knowing, when the 
„ houſe will break up. Your orders 


„will be chearfully obeyed; where 
“you are, as if at home, — | 


** your own ſervants. 


Tours, moſt affectionately, 


24 . 0 ce 12 * > 


* 


I had no ſuſpicion of the honeſty of 
this billet, knowing the houſe did not 
ſometimes 
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ſometimes break up, till two, or three, 
in the morning. But how great was 
my ſurpriſes, when, inſtead of ſeeing 
him in the morning, which 1 expected, 
F received this ſhort, but melancholy 
note, . * * porter. 


Lam obliged to leave the town 
„ immediately, my affairs being in 
* ſome confuſion. You muſt not ex- 
” * pect to ſee me again, nor can you 
e teturn to your former habitation, 


|  « the houſe and furniture being in the 


poſteſſon of my creditors. You 
" need not goube of civil treatment 
> oof _ 
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« where you are, if you will comply 
% with their requeſt, | 


\ 


* Your's, 
T. 8 


No ſooner had J read this note, than 
I fainted away, and was ſome time, be- 
fore I could be recovered. I refuſed, 
for ſame days, to take any nouriſhment, 
abandoning myſelf to grief and ſor- 
row. I was rouſed from this fituation 
by the miſtreſs of the houſe, who told 
me, that I muſt ceaſe my lamenta- 
“ tions, and dry up my tears, and 
think of doing ſomething to provide 
“ for myſelf, for ſhe could not afford 
** to maintain, and keep me, for no- 
thing.“ Had 1 been at a loſs to 
| know 
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- huſband, who came up, explained them 
to me, ſaying, with an impudent face, 
and vile tongue, Madam, you muſt 
* either commence proftitute, and 
join company with your ſiſters be- 
* low ſtairs, or * turn 
8 out. . | 


* 


II ædid not heſitate in determining 
wuhat to do, though ſhocked at the pro- 
poſal. I ſtill had fo much virtue left, 


judging, that my jewels, &c. which 
were valuable, would, by the ſale of 
them, enable me to put myſelf into the 
haberdaſhery, or millinery, way. Up- 
on hearing my reſolution, a coach was 
ſent for; 1 got into it, and ordered the 
man to drive to Broad-ſtreet. When 

9241 1 


. 


know the meaning of theſe words, her 


to give the preference to the latter, 
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| came there, I found the ſervants all 


gone, and the furniture of the houſe 
ſelling by auction. Not leſs at the un- 
expected ſight, than the ſudden re- 
verſe of fortune, I fainted. By the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the perſons preſent, and 
ſome hartſhorn, my ſpirits were reco- 


vered. 


I then ordered the coachman to drive 
to a jeweller's in the Strand, who had 
ſome knowledge of my perſon, and 
of whom the trinkets, in my poſſeſſion, 
were bought. I was ſet down at the 
houſe, and, finding him at home, men- 
tioned my diſtreſs, and my defign, by 
the help of the jewels, to put myſelf 
into ſome way of bufineſs... He readi- 
ly recollected me, and invited me into 
his back parlour; when looking upon 

1 75 | I the 
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the jewels, he ſhook his head. Thi 
ſurprized me; thinking it aroſe fron 
a concern for my unhappy condition; 
but how great was my aſtohiſhment, 
when he faid, ©& Madam, I fold yu 
. diamonds, but theſe are no better 
e than French paſte; the gold repeat. 
ing watch, &c. you had of me, 
2 was worth about an hundred gui- 
| ee neas, this, being pinchbeck, is, in 
0 e value,” about ſeven; for your ear. 
805 rings, necklace, ſtomacher, &c. | 
s received about four hundred pound, 
for theſe I cannot allow you more 
than 3 R 
vi wr * f 
After recovering from the confuſion 
/ © this declaration occaſioned, I took my 
- leave; for the preſent, and bid the 
"WO to drive to Mr. —, before 
* | FA... 


| 
I 
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whom [I laid open the whole affair, and 
my ſuſpicion of the robbery. He heard 
me with attention, and then told me, 
« He would grant a warrant, but it 
« would be very difficult to prove a 
« robbery, or even an exchange, be- 
«* caue I had never been out of the. 
« room;” adding farther, ** That he, 
* ſuſpected me, notwithſtanding the 
« modeſt, but artful ſimplicity of my. 
„looks, that I was a cheat, ſor he 


87? 


as ſure of my being — — be- 


cauſe the place mentioned, was the. 
* moſt infamous - houſe i in town.“ 


ſhip ought to afford protection, 


and the diſtreſſed. Farther I told 
lin. That I was Mr. S—s wif 


|” | 


This enraged me, an; with ſome | 
warmth, I replied, **, That his wor, 


* not add afflition, to the innocent, 


1 | who 


- 
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« who was gone into the country a- 
«© hout buſineſs.. Now, ſaid he, 
* you have convinced me, that you 
really are, what I ſuſpected you t 
46 be. Mt. S is married, to the 
” great joy of that ancient and wor- 
„ chy family, and leſt, that woman, 
x « whom you acknowledge yourſelf to 
3 de, whoſe prodigality, pride, and 
IM; Exttavagance, would | we terminated 
4 jn the ruin of his eſtate, and the 
e diſhonour of his family.” It is on 
i 8 his account I diſmiſs you, and not 
« ſed you, which! can, and ought il 
| avi do, to Biidewell. - *Phis tenity, I * 
„ madam, remember, bree ya 
46 * n (2 5 | 
a How . and aſrtaf- this gen- 
bean in the adminiſtration 0 pub 


* | lie 


G4 
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lic juſtice, , in countenancing a vice, 
by not puniſhing the guilty, when „ 
his power! To cure an evil, you : 
muſt ſtrike at the root of it. To ſup- 
preſs licentiouſneſs, make no diſtinction 
between the offenders. The more 
reſpectable the perſon, the greater his 
guilt ; for he not only injures himſelf, 
by his folly, but ſociety, by his bad 
example, therefore his ,puniſhment 
ſhould be the more ſevere. There can 
be no end to debauchery amongft the 


vulgar, whilſt it is conniyed at, and 


patronized, by men. of ſortune, dif- 
tinction, and Rer.. The ſending 2 
common proſtitute to jail, is not the 


beſt method of leflening, or eradica- 
ting, proſtitution. Such poor crea- 
tures, who, on account of their po- 
vert vnd miſery, are rather objects .of 
. . I 9 * 8  chapiny: 


Nusa Diselfis 


e en Minh: in nge 

5 ſeverity, being petinylefs and friend- 
| Teſs, fall a facrifice to public juſtice, 
dor the want of a lord to protect, or 2 
dee to ſecrete, them. Was I more in- 
cent, than the vileſt wrerch, who 


3 walks the ſtreets; who had not, per- 


7 taps, tre advantages of my pious and 
5 education, who wanted for no- 
thing, that à moſt tender and loving 
parent could give? Can a coach excuſe 
ide crime, or ſhould it ſcreen the cri- 
mina from the proper puniſhment? 
Let the magiſtrates be more affiduous 
In Tearching | out theſe diſtinguiſhed 
Hinds, who, notwithſtanding their 
Pretences to modeſty, have, like Cain 
of old, the mark on their fereheads, 
And are eafily known. Let them be 
| Wore afficuous in _—_ out,” and ſup- 

aw. 5 preſſing, 
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preſſing, infamous houſes, which can- 
not be unknown to them, than in 


taking up the frequenters of them; 
and inftead of committing them to 
Pride well, whether rich or poor, to 


ſend them to their reſpective pariſhes, 


or friends. The Magdalen, though 
an humane and pious inftitution, can- 


not receive all, and Bridewell, though 
a neceſſary priſon for the puniſhment 


of little offenders, cannot hold, nor 


cure, ual, and, in fact, _ few. 


. 


From the juſtice I went back to the 


jeweller's, and fold my trinkets, . 
which, with the money in my purle, 
made up the ſum of forty guineas. T. 


requeſted the gentleman to recommend 


me to a lodging. He excuſed himſelf, 
by ſaying, very cooly, That he knew 
- $2 : of 
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of none in that neighbourhood, being 
houſekeepers of reputation. I took my 
leave, and ordered the coachman to 
drive me to a tavern. Upon being ſet 
down, ] was ſhewn into a room, and, 
ſending for the maſter, I told him my 
diſtreſſed caſe, deſiring him, either to 
lodge me, or to procure a lodging. 
1 pity your condition, madam, ſaid 
% the vintner, and am ſorry, that I can 
E «6 afford you no aſſiſtance ; this is a ſo- 
WS. ber houſe, I live in good credit with 
N % my neighbours, and would not 
be known to harbour, or give any 
5 « encouragement to, perſons of your 
* profeſſion ; therefore muſt requeſt 
% you to leave the houſe imme- 
12 N 


XZ 
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O! what hypocriſy, and inhumani- 
ty ! This fellow, whoſe conſcience was 
ſo ſcrupulous, not to admit of female 
viſitors, thought it no injury to his re- 
putation, nor any crime,” to permit 
young gentlemen of fortune to loſe 
their paternal eſtates at his tables, be- 
ſore they came to inherit them, and 
wealthy citizens to become bank- 
rupts, and their families beggars; by 
princely feaſts and banquets at | his 
houſe. How unaffected this man's con 
ſcience, at hearing the moſt horrid 
oaths and imprecations of the gameſter, 
and ſuffering the moſt unſeaſonable 
hours of exceſs and riot, to the diſturb- 
ance of the peace and repoſe of the 
neighbourhood. Is drunkenneſs a leſs 
fin, and leſs dangerous in its conſe- 

quences, 


quences, than the fin of dnokaniheds 
Is not the drunkard 'a'madman at large; 
either melancholy, his ſenſes ſo ſtupi- 
fied by liquor, to be incapable of any 
thing; or raving, his paſſions ſo in- 
flamed, that he is capable of every 
- thing, and prepared for the commiſſion 
of the moſt atrocious offences againſt 
God, and manꝰ Reflect on this, ye 
vintners, who are for compounding 
matters between your conſcience and 
intereſt; who fear for your reputation, 
if a wench, with her gallant, flides in 
at the back door, in the duſk, of the 
evening, but look upon it to be no 
diſeredit· to throw open your doors, 
at noon day, to admit the gambler, the 
. and che ſot. | 
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I ſent for the coachman, and, giv- 
ing him a glaſsof wine, mentioned my 
diſtreſs, and aſked his - aſſiſtance, in 
procuring a lodging. I have, ma- 
« dam, ſaid the man, a ſmall houſe 
hard by, and a ſpare room in it, 
„at your ſervice; but there is one 
* thing, I muſt beg leave to mention, 
% which may not be agreeable to ſo 
fine a lady, that you muſt change 
«your apparel, and appear in the 
« character of a ſervant, for though I 
« am a poor man, I would not have 
my reputation hurt for the world.“ 
Full of ſorrow, as I was, I could not 
ſorbear ſmiling at the word reputa- 
tion, which I ſhall ever ſuſpect, hav- 
ing ſuffered ſo much from the pretend- 
ers to it. It is a word, that imports 


much 
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much good, but ſerves, like hypocriſy 
in religion, for a cloak | to villainy, 
1 gladly accepted the coachman's offer, 
paid for the wine, and whiſpered the 
landlord, “to ſhew me the moſt pri- 
% vate way out of his houſe, left, being 
* ſeen, 1 ſhould injure his reputation,” 
I got into the coach, and was drove to 
Monmouth- ſtreet, where the gay lady 
of the manor was quickly changed into 
the decent chambermaid. Having 
purchaſed things uſeful and neceſſary 
to my preſent Ration in life, I put them 
into a box, and was carried to my 
"lodging, which was clean and | neat, 
nen mow and mean. ; 


4 n in plain work for e ſup- 


port, purpoſing to get into a gentee! 
— For this purpoſe I entered 


. WP SR. 
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my name in a regiſter office, the aſy- 
lum of the unfortunate: and worthleſs, 
from whence good characters are eafier | 
to be purchaſed, than procured, or 
merited. It was not long, - before J 
was ſtrongly recommended, by perſons 


who had never ſeen me, to a mer- 


chant, to wait upon his lady, with 
the character of a ſober and good ſer- 
vant. The fimplicity of my looks, 
and modeſt behaviour, firengrhened the 
recommendation : I was accordingly 
taken into the family. I ſoon diſeo- 
vered my maſter to be a libertine. I 
had ſcarce been two months at my 
place, before he attempted to bribe 
me, by offering me ſeveral preſents, 
which 1 refuſed, with the utmoſt dif- 
a to accept, to induce me to 
e with his baſe defi 


to my maſter's intriguing ſpirit, having 
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former polluted liſe I always reflected 
upon with horrour, and reſolved never 
to repeat the deteſted act. I ſincerely 
repented of my paſt follies, and heaven, 
1 hope, will forgive them. My 
miſtreſs was amiable and lovely in her 
perſon, of an obliging and forgiving 
ö r, and ee of d quali- 
the married fate. Shou was no ſtranger 


ſeverely. ſuffered for it, and therefore 
kept a watchful eye over him, and her 
 ervants, Finding, that he, could not 
prevail, by corrupting. me, be was 
reſolved upon forging me; to his lewd 
purpoſes. . One day, being in my 


| miſtreſs' 4 chamber, and making the 


bed, my maſter » \{uppoſing her to be 
Ss came Ind, After ſome 


| intreaties, 


22 2 
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intreaties, proceeded to violence. On 
which I immediately cried out for help, 
when my | miſtreſs, to his ſurpriſe, 
being in the next room, came in, and, 
after having ſeverely, though juſtly, 
 reproached him. far his low and vile 
behaviour, which he little regarded. 
bid me, whoſe reſiſtance deſerved a 
different treatment, to pack, up my 


things, and quit the houſe directly. * | j | 1 
To reply was uſeleſs, io oby aeceflarys % ll 
leſt jealouſy | en. Jaws tuggeſted ay 


* 


en vorſa. Arr yen of 


7 iy 
143 * 7 


| 1 "ng an ieee 000 
country wench, how eaſy would it hay 
in his attempt. If his rhetorie had 
failed, a preſent would have prevailed; 
66 thought it an honour 

„ K 2 to 


_ 
* 1 N 
* 
J 


and eſteem of her huſband. "What do 


2 poor, uſe their poverty as the proper 


9 
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to ſhare, with my miſtreſs, in the love 


ſuch villains deſerve, who, inſtead of 
inſtructing, ſeduce, the ignorant; in- 
ſtead of affording protection to the 


a wN to effect their ruin. 


| * b Jt Ap $393 + 4} ph hag 


0 1 proere a lodging urs candle, 


: where having occafion to lay 


&* out — more money, than 1 

| to my purſe, which ſeemed to be very 
* light; _ opening it, I found, to 
1 
; e mee left in it: the reſt 
| n my ſriend, 


concern, no more 


m, who, though a poor 


* en had: valued himſelf much upon 


I - his'ropinarion/:1-J-refolved 10 put op 
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with the loſs, ſince l believed it would 
be in vain to make an enquiry, and 4 
was not willing to een, in _ 
en of ON of . 


EN 

Having entered NO name at the ac- 
cuſtomed office, in leſs than ten days 
[ was recommended to the family of a 
reputable tradeſman, for an upper ſer · 
vant. I went; with the former good 
character, was approved of, and hired, 
My maſter was a very pious, godly 
man, never miſſed the meeting on the 
ord's day, had a cold dinner always 
on that day, that his ſeryants might at- 
tend divine ſervice, and conſtantiy, 
2 _ the whale: 3 
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daily work, that they had much rather 
have been excuſed; ſo heavy to flum- 
der and ſleep were they, that they 
could neither pray with the ſpirit, nor 
the underſtanding, and generally an- 
Twered,' amen, with a yawn. ' Servants, 
tho are required to ſit up late, to 
york hard, and to riſe early, have lit- 
tle inclination to pray, and have not a 
moment to ſpare from reſt. For ſuch 
the obſervance of the ſabbath is ſuf- 
—_ more is not re 


-\The e were ret me- 
; — dontinually at their devotions, 


_ — n the 
1 &. | 8 2 ſciences 


* * 
b * 
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ſciences of men, by requiring a belief 
of her articles, &c. and conformity to 
her diſcipline; never. conſidering, that 
their own prieſts were not leſs authori- 


tative and dogmatical, leſs teniclbus of 


their doctrines, and the belief ant af 
ſent of their followers leſs implicit. 
Such behaviour was, in my humble 
opinion, of little credit to their unders 
ſanding, and of no great honour to rec 
ligion, though their zeal might be 


highly applauded and commended ** 


the ene we their ops. ts 


1 indeed was & friend to ch Alt: 
| bales the national eſtabliſhment, and 
communion with her, neither finful, 
nor MR wful; thinking, as a member 
of foctety, and living under the pro- 
tection of its laws, that 1 was rather 


bound 


* 
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bound in conſcience to ſubmit to, than 
oppoſe, government, in matters civil, 
or religious, which wegg reaſonable, 
equitable, and juſt. Thoſe of a diffe- 
rent way of thinking, when they had fl | 
the power, did not ſhew themſelves f. 
the moſt obedient ſubjects, nor the moſt WW |, 
condeſcending chriſtians, denying that I 
| liberty of conſcience to others, which If | 
they fo warmly ſolicited for them- Iſl 
ſelves. { e 


Were the honours and revenues p 
of the church always beſtowed on men, if b 
eminent for their virtues, wiſdom, ex- Il | 
perience, and reſolution ; not leſs diſtin-I r 
guiſhed alſo for works of humanity f. 
and liberality, in proportion to their 1 
ſeveral abilities; we might hope fora ff «; 
. retoration e of church diſcipline, | ſo Þ ir 
Ge un i 
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much decayed—for a decent and ſpi- 
rited performance of its different ſer- 
vices, the contrary of which widens 
the ſchiſm, and makes the cenſures of 
her opponents juſt —for a check to the 
ſpreading growth of enthuſiaſm, not 
leſs an abuſe of good ſenſe, than an 
inſult on religion —for the ſacred func- 
tion being raiſed from its preſent con- 
tempt, and its profeſſors put upon an 
equality with thoſe, of other liberal 
and uſeful profeſſions—for none but 
perſons of merit, learning, and virtue, 
being admitted into the church, in- 
ſtead of ioo many of the reverſe cha- 
racer; the ſport of libertines, the of- 
ſence of thel pious, the diſgrace of 
their employers, and the diſhonour of 
religion and for chriſtians not found- 
ny" Weir religion on external obſer- 
oc ib vances 
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vances of rites and ceremonies, but on 
inward purity and enn piety. 


I had not wake! in this houſe, 
before 1 found myſelf in the ſituation 
of Suſanna of old, and my maſter, 


to have all the ſeeming piety, and vi- 
ciĩouſneſs, of the two elders,” Each of 
them had caſt a wiſhful eye upon me; 
the outward ſanctity ſerving for a veil 

do the luſt raging within. The ſolici- 
I tations to fin, from ſuch pious ſouls, 
FF amazed and ſhocked me; and ſuch 
= © baſs hearts, lodged under ſuch godly 
| countepances,. had well nigh tnade me 
convert to infidelity. , I reſiſted theit 
importunities, and upbraided them for 
their vile hypocriſy ;- for their plead- 
* nature, againſt the feelings of 


divine 


Fo 


and his brother, who lived with him, 


[ 
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divine grace. My maſter's brother, 
to convince me that he meant not to 
deſert and expoſe me, and to aſſure 
me of the reality and fincerity of my 
affection, produced a deed figned, 
wherein he had ſettled an hundred a 
year upon me for life, and propoſed to 
keep me a country houſe, near town, 
with a ſervant. Great temptations 
theſe, for poverty, and obſcurity, to 
contend with, and ſurmount! I an- 
ſwered the propoſal, in ſaying, ** Sir, 
« you are miſtaken in the perſon. I 
« dare be honeſt, though poor, and 
« friendleſs, and, believe me, I ſhall | 
„never purchaſe a nne at the 
« price of my ſhame.” My maſter 
would frequently ſeign an indiſpoſition, 
that he might have better opportunities 
of * his pul, and attempt- 


, ing 


108 Tur FARMER“ DAUGHT&R, 
ing my virtue. He alſo vowed the 
utmoſt ſecreſy, and conſtancy z and, 
to induce me to a compliance with his 
baſe purpoſe, promiſed, after the de- 
ceaſe of his wife, who was old and 
infirm, to \ marry me; and, in the mean 
time, he would provide a genteel and 
retired lodging for me near the neigh- 
bourhood. I anſwered him, by ſay- 
ing. That he had ſeen nothing in 
5 my behaviour, ſince I had been ia 
« the family, which could perſuade 
= him to believe my principles to be 
5 looſe, and diſhoneſt ; that it would 
21 betray the confidence placed in me, 
and be the baſeſt ingratitude for the 
many ſingular marks of her eficem 
| and regard for me, to think of, much 
more to act, ſo diſhonourable a part 
* by her.” I recommended to him 
Hh ö to 


. 
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o him to conſider, how conſiſtent ſuch 
propofal was with his piety and de- 
votion, and that he ſhould endeavour 
to be the character he perſonated. 
As I found it would be in vain to 
combat with theſe holy men, who 
were reſolved on their luſtful gra- 
tification, I quitted the ſervice, to the 
diſappointment of their luſt, and the 
preſervation of my internal peace, at a 
minute 8 warning. 


I returned back /-to my former 
lodging, where, ſoon after my return, 
was confined ſome months with a 
violent fever, which drained me of all 
my money, and obliged me to pawn 
the principal, and beſt, part of my 
cloaths. When I had recovered a little 
ſtrength, I went into ſervice, - but I was 

0 L ſo 
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ſo weak, through my late difarder, 

_ that, „Un 2 a ſortnight's time, I wa: 
obliged. to leave it. When came 
back, my landlady finding that little 
was to be had from me, put me into a 

ack garret, without any fire place, 

the windows broke, and ſtopped up 

vith old rags and diſhelouts, and no 

curtains to my bed, except What the 

cobwebs, which were plenty, afforded. 

In a few weeks J had pawned every 

thing, excepting what was on my 

back, and, being incapable of wot k- 

ing, my landlady inſiſted on her rent 

weekly, or elſe I muſt ſeek a new 

| lodging. This compelled me to go | 

N : abroad. and to commence the beggar. 

Being a novice in the art, my begging 

was not very profitable. When I in- 

treated 33 ig anſwet was, 
| . Wench, 


* 


* 
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« Wench, m_ ſervice, you are lazy 
and idle 10 Have you u pa- 
„ riſn? or, s ought to be ſent 
* to Bridewell, ſuch creatures ruin 
« half the Upptentices, and young 
« fellows,” in town.“ - Theſe were 
hard and mortifying gayings; which, 
however, the poor muſt hear, without 
receiving any relief, or making any 
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Accidental diſtreſs, inftead of being 
the object of charity, excites the ge- 
neral indignation. To relieve. a beg - 
gar, is to encourage idleneſs ; and to 
anſwer the calls of hunger, and rhiyſt, 


riſtian beneſicence. The perſoth, 

afflicted, it is faid, may be an im- % 
9 4 or, if the diſtreſs is real, may 
L 2 be 


apuſt fear for. our e. 
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be unworthy. How frivolous the pleas 


to excuſe an hard heart, or an avaricious 
ſpirit. Is it not far better, that charity 
ſhould be miſapplied, - than that one 
real object ſhould be unaſſiſted, and 
unrelieved? How often have l ſeen, 
from my chariot, poor deplorable crea- 
tures (ſuch as I myſelf now was) lie 
languiſhing in the ſtreets, ſcarce me- 


- Fiting the notice, ſeldom meeting with 
© the pity, of the paſſenger; often ex- 


poſed to the vile reproaches, and cruel 


treatment, of the gaping crowd; hur- 


ried away, from place to place, by the 


inferior officers of every pariſh, till 


heaven, Pitying their condition, - puts 
an end to their miſery, and they periſh 
in the ſtreets. As men, we muſt bluſh 
for our humanity ; / as Chriſtians, we 
Impoſi- 


tions, 


- 4 
ud N * — % 4 


Taz FARAMURR“Ss DAUGHTER, 113 
tions, indeed, are frequent; but is 
charity to be withheld from a mere ſuſ- 
picion, or even the probability, of 
being cheated? The appearance of 
diſtreſs frees us from the imputation.of 
weakneſs in affording relief, even re- 
quires immediate aſſiſtance, leſt the 
party ſhould ſuffer, nay more, periſhy 
(which hath been the caſe,) before we 
can be ſatisfied of his merit. The 
character of the eaſy, good ar 
fool, (fo ſtiled by many) who is ready 
to ſtretch out the friendly hand to the 
diſtreſſed, is far preferable to the man, 
who, till all his ſcruples and doubts are 
removed, will not part with a farthing, 
leſt his good ſenſe and underſtanding 


misfortunes af the diſtreſſed, like to 
* from his on folly, - 
FRY L3 and 
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and indiſcretion; even this is no ex- 
euſe for unchatitableneſs. Loet the 
moſt inhuman wretch put his hand to 
his breaſt, and ſay, I am innocent.” 
When he can ſay that, he may pe 
. Juſtified in not ſhedding one ſingle tear 
for the unfortunate, and uncharitable- 


| | neſs in him will not be accounted a fin, 


It is the ſufferings, not the actions, 
of the perſon, we are to conſider. 
Pain of body, and uneaſineſs of mind, 
are puniſhment enough for the ſinner; 
they need not be increaſed by indiffe- 
| rence in the time of diſtreſs. Charity 


towards him may produce a reforma- 


tion, as it will convince him, how. 


much he oweth to the goodneſs, and 
© excellency; of that religion, which 


- Inſpires its profeſſors with compaſſion, 


0 tenderneſs, even for the undeſer- 


bo 


{ 
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ving. How can Chriſtians ſolemnly 
addreſs the Almighty in that compre- 
henſive form of their maſter, ſaying, 
« Our Father,” and, at any time, be- 
hold the diſtreſs and want of their 
brethren, without feeling for, and re- 
lieving, them? Prayers' may be uſed 
for a maſk of piety, and to acquire the 
reputation of godlineſs, but works of 


charity ſhew the true and fincere diſci- 
= of 9 nn 


* 
8 


2 Any relief would have been very 


ſenſona ble to me, for my landlady 


grew peeviſh, and croſs, becauſe I was 


+ deficient in my rent; my begging pro- 
ducing no more than the bare ſupply 
.of the wants of nature. One night, 
in a fit of drunkenneſs, after having 
abuſed,” and beat me, ſhe turned me 


— 


% 
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into the ſtreets, ani, having no mo- 


ney, I took up 5 e eg an 
brain 


How lere ada! 21 abs, 
was my preſent ſituation. I, who had 
lately had an houſe elegantly furniſhed, 
and ſervants to attend my pleaſure, 


and, to increaſe my wretchedneſs, a 


| mind diſordered with guilt. I was 


no convinced, from experience, the 
ſureſt, but ſevereſt, maſter for teach- 
ing wiſdom, that there was no true 


© pleaſure; nor happineſs, without inno- 


cence, and that pride, vanity, and the 
| lofof virtue, were generally ſucceed- 
* ed by wunt and poverty, ſhame and 


_ ak was afraid of walking 


© PT | _ 


= had no place of refuge, no friend to 
| relieve me, forſaken by every one, 


THE FARMER's DAUGHTER, 117 
abroad in the day time, thinking my 
countenance was an indication of my 
paſt guilt, and that every one, who 


looked upon, ſuſpected, me. The 


charity, which 1 had ſhewn to others, 
[ now- wanted. The time was come, 
when I, who had ſo plentifully fed the 


poor, would have gladly accepted, 
even of their refuſe — when I, who 
had fed on the choiceſt' delicacies, 
ſhould want, even a morſel of bread 
— when I, who had beenadorned with 
the riches of the Eaſt, ſhould be deſti- 
tute, even ofa ſlender covering to hide 


my nakedneſs—when I, who had never 


been permitted to go abroad without a 


chair, or chariot, was to be expoſed to 


the inclemency of the cold by night, 


and the intenſeneſs of the heat by Gay 
on ther. J had preſerved my virtue 
i | unſullied! [ 


. , 
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| unſullied! (but it was now too late) 
what troubles ſhould 1 have eſcaped, 


what happineſs enjoyed! I had no- 


thing to vomfort me in this diſtreſs, 
than che tortures of an evil conſcience, 
the air of a miſerable life, and 


One day, walking in the public 
due, and ſoliciting charity, Mr. 
8 paſſed me. I intreated relief for 
e.. almoſt periſhed with want. Ihe 
villain knew my voice, and remem- 
bered my -perſon, though obſcured 
with rage, and naſtineſs. He looked 
— me with the greateſt ſcorn and 


dale thecauſe, through his deſertion, 


on 7000s wretched appearance,) and 
8 od walked 
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walked on. I followed, ſtill begging, 
with prayers, and tears, that he would 
relieve, me, and afford ſome ſmall 
matter to cover my nakedneſs, and to 
ſatisfy my preſent hunger. He re- 
plied, © Be gone, wench.” To 
_ I anfwered, ** Do you not re- 

«« 'member the agreeable miſs B ? 
« Have you nothing to ſpare for one, 
hom your cruel deſertion hath re- 
«duced to this diſtreſſed and miſerable 
condition ? He turned round, and 
threw me a ſhilling, ſaying, * If you 
are tired of life, that will purchaſe 
„you a doſe, and put an end to your 
* diſtreſs and miſery.” He beckoned 
acoachman, drove off, and was ſoon 
out of. ſicht. FHorrid conſolation! ' 
cruel- recompence this! to 2 — 
wretch, for loſt virtue. | 
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| I once took up my ſtand at a tavern | ( 
door, expecting ſome broken victuals. 
When the waiter came out, I held my 
apron, hoping to receive a few of the 
crumbs, which had fallen, plentifully, “ 
from the tables of the rich. I was fl © 
greatly diſa ppointed; for, inſtead of 
receiving a ſingle ſcrap, or crumb, he, 
with a terrible oath, bid me, begone, 
and, with a whiſtle, called together 
* {half a dozen of his dogs; amongft 
whom he ſhook the cloth in his hand. 
Though I was almoſt famiſhed, he 
would.not permit me the poor comfort 
of ſharing with the beaſts. An hard, 
mouldy cruſt, which I had picked up, 
| and the curs (being too well fed at 
other times) had refuſed to touch, he 
compelled me, by oaths and threats, 


E 
1 
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throw down again. Hard fate! to be 
denied, - even the refuſe of the dogs. 
A ſavage muſt bluſh at ſuch cruelty 
and inhumanity in the Chriſtian. 
« When, unhappy wretch, will thy 
« afflictions, and diſtreſſes, be at an 
« end!” | , 


Such was my diſtreſs, that I knew 
not what to do, nor where to go, ho 
friend to apply to, and in want of every 
neceſſary of life ; driven from'pariſh 
to pariſh, without obtaining relief from 
any; the ſtreet my lodging, and the 
portion of dogs, picked up in the 
ſtreets, my ſubſiſtence; too weak 5 | 
muſt not ſay, left I ſhould offee the 


ſo deſpicable and worthleſs my a | p * | 
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het hand, and thought it a fin to relieve |. 
men, In this wretched | condition, 
being driyen to deſpair, I reſolved v 
make away. with myſelf, in the cloſe 5 
of ; the,eveni ing. 1 he nig ht came on 
hen J made the attempt, but the in- 
ſtrument of death, by the divine pro- 
vidence, failed, the wicked intention j 
eee . an ee, end | 
nile Ain: © {31 | | tl 
| uno, I” bad Wee! — the f 
_ "ghd; and the horror of the act, il 1 
which I had attempted to commit, my 1 
r return to my ſt 
_ Wiſconſolate : parents. How many m 
#1 ſervänts, aid! II hath my father, N o. 
1 who live at eaſe, and in the midſt 
SB ns ol plenty, whilſt I am conſuming 
. pining 2 7 Y or want 
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Ho ſweet is their reſt on beds of 
don, whilſt the cold earth is my 
bed, and the damp air my cover- 
eing., Notwithſtanding, à return 
appeared more terrible, than the pred 
ent wretchedneſs. How could 1 look 
mem in the face, whom, by ai baſe” 

iſe, L had fo much diſhonoured; and 
. diſgraced ; whoſe grey hairs I had well 

nigh brought down, with" forrewy” to 

the grave. Scarce a day hãd paſſed, 
e ſince my unhappy departure, but 
i, MW what ſome tears had been ſhed. 
WW Twice had my tender mother been 
y WW ſnatched from the jaws of death; and 
my father, from a: continual unedfineſs 
rl of mind, was apprehended to der in a. 
if een 2212 n 10 S8 
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Thrice I attempted to ſet out upon 
the journey, but the terrors of guilt 
made me afraid to purſue my reſolu- 
tion. Alas! what reception can a 
« wretch, like me, expect? Why did 
J not return, before I was aban- 
* doned? What can be hoped from 
«virtuous parents by a daughter, in 
e whom, it was difficult to determine, 
as whether her crime, or miſery, Was 
« the greateſt, O heaven! hear, 
and, if thou canſt, if thou haſt any 
« mercy in reſerve, extend it now to 
<4. theworkt of finners, and direct me 


B right.“ Such were the ſentiments 


of my ſoul, which I dared not, from a 
bs ſeaſe of my unworthineſs, utter with 
w tongue. The filent prayer was 
hear, and I, * though the 


evening 


4 p 


4 
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evening drew on, proceeded, on my 
journey. Ren 54 Riu N TY ) 
I had ſcarce got four miles from town, 
before I became exceſſive faint, and 
weak, having nothing more for; my 
ſupport, than water, crab apples, and 
ſloes, and my bed a barn, or outhoule. 
When I aſked an alms, the relief was, 
generally, a large maſtif dog, let 
| looſe to worry me, or, I was theo 
ed with the cage, and un 
Jever came that my en + 


: "1 2 * 
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In 3 a Wag 
with a footman, Who, V hen in proſpe- 
rity, as the deluded part oi our ſex 
calls it, was my ſervant. As! L in- 
treated, in the moſt ſuppliant|mannes, 
arch door of a publican, for an hard 

M 2 cruſt, 


k 
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cruft, or a morſel of bread, he, looking 
_ earneſtly upon me, and ſighing, ſaid, It 
« 3s ſhe. O! how fallen from what ſhe 
«© was!” Turning aſide, he ſhed ſome 
tears. Aﬀer a little interval, he ſaid, 
* Miſtreſs, for to call you madam, 
* would be to inſult you in your diſ- 
4 treſs, yet, when I recollect the 


former diſtance between us, and the 


many fingular favours ſhewn me, a 
poor, ignorant, country lad, and an 


* orphan, that title, however ill ſuit- 
_ 86 ing with your preſent condition, is 
ever due from me; accept, accept, 
0 good miſtreſs” — A flood of 

tears prevented him ſaying what. 


% May God reward your gratitude,” 
faid I. The ſum given, was, I ſup- 


poſe, all that the poor fellow had about 
Ps. \ | ; 
. & 1 
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him, conſiſting of half a guinea, four 
ſhillings, and a few pence, 


The goodneſs, and gratitude, of 
this fellow, may ſerve for an admo- 
nition to maſters and miſtreſſes, to treat 
theit ſervants with kindneſs, to give 
them every encouragement ſuitable to 
their merit, and, by their treatment of 
them, to make their ſervitude a ſervice 
of love, not of fear. No one knows 
to what condition, misfortunes may re- 
duce him, and what aſſiſtance he may 
want in the courſe of life. In what an 
uncertain ſtate is human happineſs! 
When in full ſecurity, how often, by 
ſome ſecret accident, is it blaſted, and 


we ſuffer miſeries, greater than the 5 Z 
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This relief raiſed my drooping ſpi- 
rits. My ſhoes being rotten, I'went 
to a ſtall, in the next village, to pur- 
chaſe an old pair. In paying for them, 
1 dropt half a crown, which the cob- 
ler immediately took up, and obſti- 
nately refuſed to return me. When [ 
inſiſted on having it, he called me 
ſome abuſive names, and a mob having 
gathered about us, charged me wit 
ſtealing his ſhoes. It was in vain to 
plead my innocence; he had ſome 
— and 1 had none; be was 
| {ſearched my eee and 11 fading 
Half a guinea, concluded, from my 
zattered and loathſome rags, that the 
charge of being a thief was juſt. For, 
who * give half a guinea to a 


BAT - | — beggar! 
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beggar? I was immediately put into 
the cage, .and the day following carried 
before a juſtice of peace in the neigh- 
bourhood. I informed him, where, 
and from whom, I received the half 
guinea, but it ſignified nothing; my 
accuſers were powerful, they knew the 
juſtice, and circumſtances were againſt 
me. After a ſharp rebuke, his wor- 
ſhip diſmiſſed me, adding, That I 
ſhould be whipped through the village, 
if I was ever ſeen in it again. I did 
not chuſe to give any account of my- 
ſelf, and therefore the pleas uſed, in 
juſtification of my innocence, availed 
nothing ; I was deemed a ſtroller, and 
men e a 


8 


17 hi poor Ani, I ation 
heard, was turned away from his place, 
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Q xe rich men! when ye are eating 
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ſor the juſtice wrote a letter 10 his 
maſter concerning the affair. His ge- 
neroſity towards me was ſuſpected to 


be the effect of ſome ſecret roguery in 


him; for it was not credible, that he 
ſhould have been ſo liberal of his 6wn. 
His maſter waz a bitter enemy toall beg- 
gars; none were ſeen at his gate, and 
what would have ſupported many in- 
duſtrious, and indigent, families, was 
given to his pack of hounds. He was 
worſe than Dives of old, who, thoug h 
he relieved. not, ſuffered Lazarus to lie 
at his gates, and hindered not his dogs 
tom giving, the eee e de- 


daintily, and are cloathed delicately, 
let. not the poor go away aſhamed, 


* | hungry, 
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hungry, and naked. When the wine 
ſparkles in your cup, mix with: it the 
widow's, and the orphan's, tears; and 
when the ſound of the viol and tabret 
is at your feaits, forget not the groans 
and diftrefles of your fellow creatures. 
The reli ef, and aſſiſtance, afforded 
ſuch, will yield, to the generous mind, 

2 delight, ſuperior to any thing, which 
pleaſure, luxury, and the moſt refined 
and higheſt gratifications of ſenſe, are 
capable of producing. Let the liber- 
tine boaſt of his pleaſures, and mid- 
night revels ; let the epicure talk of 
his feaſting, and banquetting; let ava- 
rice hug himſelf, hen ſurveying his 
bags of uſeleſs gold; how mean, ſor- 
did, and brutiſn, the ſatisfaction, 
when compared. with that, which the 
. the charitable, and "the 


- humane, 
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humane, ſenſibly feel, and experience, 
when they recollect the many, whom 
their bounty and liberality have pre- 
ſerved, from deſtruction, and from 
death. The charitable perſon is a 
common bleſſing to mankind ; his cha- 
rity alſo entitles him to the eſteem, and 
friendſhip, of all good men, and ſe- 
cures to him the daily, and fervent, 
prayers, both for his ſpiritual and 
temporal intereſt, of the diſconſolate, 
and unfortunate, whom he hath aſſiſted, 
andrelieved. What he gives to others, 
is not loſt to himſelf, for his Charity 
towards man is multiplied to him by 
bleſſings from heaven. 


ud of my b eſcape, 
Kaſtened from the barbarous villagers. 
yds 1 about two miles, I fat 
dow in, 
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down, in a narrow lane, and reflected 
on the evil of money. I was in great 
diſtreſs for the want of it, and lately 
eſcaped much greater ſor the having it. 


The poor wretch, thought I, who 


could, impiouſty, and premeditately, 


perjure himſelf for half a crown, did 
no more than perſons in higher ſta- 
tions, and with leſs temptations, do 
daily. T 2 mY thing precious 
tion, even uerifice — conſcience 
and religion, for the ſupport” of their 
luxury, and avarice. ann 


»» Bo eine iunctk; or to keep p 2 
country houſe, and a horſe, the honeſt 
and pious tradeſman ſcruples not to 
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manufacturers of their hire, or to in- 
creaſe their labour and taſk, without 
; — of their mm 10K 

41 Fur + 9 187 | 
oivd ** W are ee Py 
ſuols, in compariſon with thoſe huck- 
ers in ſin, who, to procure a place, 
or penſion, wade through ſeas of ini- 


C)T 
CL 5 


| <quity, of adopt and purſue 5 meaſures, 
e eee eee r cen- 


niſter, nba ae was yeſterday the object of 
Their deteſtation, is made this day the 
ſubject of their admiration. 


» (The altar is not without its ſhare of 
this: vice.- The acquiſition of more 
Aivings, than they can diſcharge, 
Which, ehe ane are ſeldom, if 
eee too de wages of 


ee ern 71 civil 
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civil ſervices, proves it. Can we call 
the lazy and pampered prieſt, a reli- 
gious divine, becauſe of his profeſſion? 
No more, than the lawyer, who pleads 
for his fee, can be ſaid to be honeſt; 
or, the ſoldier, who fights for his pay; 
be accounted brave. The inferior-of 
that order, many of whom are reſpect- 
able for their meritand Nang, more, 
for their decent behaviour, becoming 

the ſacred profeſſion, and edited 
tious diſcharge of the duties of 
office, hardly procure: a bare ſubſiſte 
ence, whilſt living, and, when dead, 
their families are left deſtitute of: every 
neceſſary of life. If the poverty, 
and diftreſs, of the inferior clergy: 
were to be diſplayed, and the painfſil 
drudgery, and ſervility, they are com- 


Wi 1 A Py 


pelled to ſubmit to. for the mete ſup»: 1 
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ply of the wants of nature, it would 
occaſion even their greateſt enemies to 
drop a tear, and not only to pity, but 
relieve, them; not as prisfts, but men. 
The want of a decent proviſion for the 
miniſters of the goſpel is a national re- 
Rection _= _ ſtanding. 


242 


0 The pobcny allo of our Chriſtian 
brethren, the diſſenting clergy, though 
af a different perſuaſion, I reflected 

upon with a tender concern. Theſe 
gentlemen ſeem, like to our inferior 
clergy, to have taken the good work 
upon them, from a real and fincere 
principle of promoting the cauſe of 
eis and the ſal vation of mankind. 
They; like ours, muſt look for a future 


_ remand; for they enjoy few of the com- 


_ forts of this life, and endure ſevere 


Vi 8 1 hardſhips, 
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hardſhips, and diſtreſſes. Do the laity, 


of that profeſſion, know, and ſuffer it? 
The worthy, the humane, the pious, 


amongſt them, muſt feel z ent 


3 tattered cloak, and grealy 
breec hes „ become not 2 preac her of f the 


goſpel. If religion is neceſſary, bY 
miniſters ſhould be decently 'main- 55 


tained: either the one ſhould. be abo 7 


liſhed, or the other ſupported, and 5 
(on account of their def ſpicable appear 
ance) , be expoſed , to the ſneers,” 
ridicule, of every drunken 1 0 er 
ne $ boy, they meet in 


— is s the moſt ſhocking, 155 are 
ing, ſpectacle, that can ks 
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1 was rouſed. from Wea On 
by u the noiſe of a coach and fix, which, 
on a Tudden, was ſtopt near to the place, 
where 1 was, by two \ perſons, whom [I 


fulpedted, by being out of livery, and 


true) ta be highwaymen. Twas great- 

= terrified, contemptible as I ap- 
ba Da: 

|, not from any apprehenſii ion of 

ing robbed, for I had nothing to loſe, 
ut le leſt they i ſhould be induced, for 

Gerely, Þ _ prevent 2 diſcovery, to 
diſp ſpares me. How ſolicitous was I to 


a life, wich, a few days be- 


"* ,.it would have been a pleaſure to 
have been releaſed from, and I had 


 maſhly attempted to deftroy. My fear 

zroved falſe, for having finiſhed their 
ut „ inſtead of re- 
ceĩving 


armed, (and my conjecture proved 
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ceiving a bullet, they threw me, 

they rode by, half a crown: ang. 
as many of theſe unhappy wretches do, 
that charity to the poor will be allow- 
ed ſome compenſation for plundering 
the rich, and, by relieving the dif- 
treſſed, to waſh away the foulneſs "of 
the theft. A conduct not more culpa- 
ble than the miſer's, who endeavours,” 
when dying, to atone for his extortion, 
oppreffion, and injuſtice,” by* building 
an alms-houſe, or an hofpĩtal; or diſ- 
tributing his thouſands, in which he 
hath no longer any property, nor 70 
3 3 poblic charities. 
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I viewed the half crown, but the 
wwodies, lately undergone, being freſh 
in my memory, by having fuck a piece 
3 n | 
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an Eaſt India, or Bank, directot 
would ſcarce. 1 01 1 paſſed on, 
and left it untouched. It was, as [ 

b afterwards. heard, picked up by a | 
E Nen in company with a paſſen- 
* inſiſting upon dividing it, | 

| and the Waggoner chooſing to keep the Wl | 

f whole, from words they went to blows, 

and, aſter having ſeverely handled each 

5 other, to the no ſmall diverſion of the 
ſpeRators, they compromiſed 5 mat- if , 
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father 8. and, being late in the evening, 
made up to a farm houſe, humbly re- 
| queſting a lodging, for that night, in 
| the, outhouſes, or Py a The ant 
; for though chriſi ani iy mas profecſed in 


1 436 | every 
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every pariſh, through which I paſſed, 
it did not extend to practice, for I re- 
ceived none other benefit from Chriſt- 
ans, than what 1 might have received 
from ſavages) granted my requeſt, 
giving me alſo a meſs of broth, and 
ſome broken victuals. This J rather 
devoured, than ate: it proved, how- 
ever, a comfortable reſrefhment, for, 
having been 6 much fatigued, and 
vorried, for three days paſt, 1 had 

taken little nouriſhment. ' I was more 
anxious to ſecure my perſon from dan- 
1 than, to  fatisfy my hun der. 


e to bed in the barn, 
covered over with clean ftraw. The 
weary know no difference between 
that, and a bed of down. A cup of 
= . n 


* 
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EL richeſt wines, and to the hungry 
due coarſeſt food as acceptable, as the 
ſtalled ox. My miſery, 1 thought, 
was drawing towards its final period, 
purpoſing to be at my father's village 
the next evening. But, alas! wretch- 
ed as 1 was, greater wretchedneſs re- 
mained ; N 1 were not at an 


„„ & ©w 


its 3 freſh affliction befel me. 
| Not more than two hours had ſleep 
p cloſed my eyes, before I was e 


At firſt L thought it to have proceeded 
© from a reſtleſs and troubled mind, and 
that I dreamed; but the flames, ap- 
: proaching me, too fatally convinced 
me, that I was awake. I had only 
time to ſave a petticoat, and a cloak, 


by the alarming cry of Fire, Fire.” 
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ny colours, by being patched with Va- 
rious pieces, picked up on the road, or 
from dunghills. 


The flames raged violently, owing 
to a'briſk wind, the want of water, 
the darkneſs of the night, and the 
backwatdneſs of the country people i in 
lending affiſtance to extinguiſh it. 'A 
fire, when it happens in a country 
village, is, like the ſmall pox, dread- 
ful. Every one firſt takes care of him- 
ſelf, and leaves his neighbour to ſhift, 
being equally afraid of burning their 
fingers, as of catching the infection. 
rere is a difference indeed between 
the two calamities ; for, after they haye 
ſecured their own property, they will : 
chearfully” offer their ſervice, when 
tire,” by L every thing, 

* 


144 Tur Farman's DA UORHTRII. 


hath left them little ſervice to perform, 
In the ſmall pox it is much worſe, the 
Houſe of the infected is marked for 2 
peſt houſe, which nobody will viſit, 
nor come near, and its inhabitants, if 
neceſſitous, and poor, are ſuffered to 
periſh, if they cannot cure themſelves; 
for nothing is ſent to relieve them, and 
| prevent the contagion, which they ſo 
much dread, from ſpreading. Such 
is the * and r of villa- 


i - — * 
f a * 
„ 1 n 
+  # = | ' 
1 4 A « 
4 8 * - 


Y 'To return to the 3 1 no ſooner 
appeared 0 out of the ruins, than they all 
_ cried out with one voice, That is 
*. the - — that 1s. ſhe.” — Lay hol 
* on her,” fays one; © Throw he: 
« into the Foes.” : ſays another; 


* Knock 8 8 The 
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The fire itſelf was dreadful, but theſe 
cries conveyed a terrible ſound to my 
ears. . The. fire behind, and favages 
before, thirſting after my blood, for 


no fault of mine, nothing leſs, from 
their violent rage, and continued cla- 


mour, was expected, than immediate 
death. In the midſt of theſe terrours, 
received a blow on my head with a 
piece of a brick, which quickly le- 


velled me to the ground. I remained 


ſenſeleſs for ſome time, and did not 


thoroughly recover, before I found 


myſelf in the preſence of his worſhip. 
'The charge againſt me was, the ſet- 
ting the barn on fire, which crime was 


aggravatedd by the fin of ingratitude, 


relief he had afforded me over night. 
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J was going to reply, but his wor- 
hip ordered the commitment to be 
made out, and bound over the farmer, 
and his family, to proſecute me at the 
next aſſize. I was immediately car- 
ried off in triumph, my hands and legs 
tied with a ſtrong cord, and my body 
faſtened to a dung cart, which was 
2 ſurrounded with oaken clubs, ſcythes, 
and pickaxes, leſt a poor creature, 
who could. ſcarce crawl, and almoſt 
;dead with fright, and their cruel treat- 
1 ſhould have attempted an eſcape. 
J-overily. believe, that had I had 
ſtrength, and reſolution, to have at- 
tempted it, I could have intimidated 
ae _ and * 
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1 led me theowgh the village 
with loud huzzas, the boys ata diſtance” 
pelting me, the curs barking, and the 
g hooting, and encouraging them. 

In / my way to Chelmsford jail, they 
wed me the gallows; at the fight 
of it I fainted ; which they interpreted 
for a ſign of guilt, and ſet up ſuch a' 
loud halloo, as rouſed me from my ft. ; 
When they had ſafely lodged me in 
priſon, they gave three general huz- 
zas, in which they were joined by the 
townſmen, and returned home, fuffi-! 
ciently pleaſed, 5 though they had 
travelled, hungry and thirſty, near 
twelve miles, to * their bru- 
tality. 78 
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I experienced not leſs inhumanity 
whhia, than I had without, the priſon 
walls. My fellow priſoners ſhunned 
me, or made me the ſubject of their 
ſport, and derifion. Incendiaries are 

reputed, in the country, the worſt of 
villains; | thieves, and murderers, 

deing deemed innocent, in compariſon 
with them. Here I continued about 


three months, in the greateſt diſtreſs, 


P* feeding only on the ſcraps, and 


crumbs, which fell from the other 


| priſoners tables; which, it is eafily 
coonceived, were not very plentiful. 


I had no fire_to warm me, no bed but 


the floor, and not always that, being 
at times turned out into the yard, and 


expoſed all night to the inclemency of 


| the weather. The money ſent from 
5 charitable, 
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| charitable, and well-diſpoſed, people; 
for the ſupport of friendleſs and defti! 
tute priſoners, 1 received no benefit 
from, the nature of my crime exclu- 


ding me. 3 


* * 


he aſſize at laſt came on, and m 
trial was one of the firſt on the liſt of 
priſoners. When I was 5 man 
court, and placed at the bar, 1 ap- 
peared ſuch a deplorable object, thar 
humanity was ſhocked at the ſight, 
being oppreſſed with filth and rags} 
and indignation at the ſuppoſed crime 
was quickly turned into pity for the 
wretched criminal. When ordered to 


hold up my hand, I fainted, not from 
a conſciouſneſs of guilt, (would to God 


that I had been innocent in every oth 


{0 as I was 1 in this !) but at ehe 


' 
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fight af Mr. S—, who fat; on the 
bench, and who, as I afterwards under- 


| Ninod,) was the high ſheriff of the 
e chat year. 
When they had 88 me, they 


proceeded in the examination of the 
dence, which, being croſs examined 


Ep o 
« * 


dy a worthy counſellor, who, from | 
commiſerating my wretched condition, 
generouſly undertook the management 
of. my cauſe, proved vague, and con- 


5 tradictory; and I was, to the ſatis- 


= fftion and. pleaſure of every perſon 


preſent, horlourably acquitted. My 
worthy friend, the counſellor, put a 
crown into my hand, whoſe example 


Among te rt, Mr . the; high 
ſheriff, 


2 
» 
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the judge on the 
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ſheriff, drew near, and offered me a 
guinea; I withdrew my hand, and 
fainted away. In the fit, I was car- 
ried out of court, and ordered to be 
properly taken care of. When I reco- 
vered, I found myſelf at a little ale- 
houſe, and all the money loft, onfear- 
ried off, by my humane carriers. 
The houſe I was obliged to quit immes- - 
diately ; gueſts, which have no money 
to ſpend, finding no welcome in ſuch 
places, eſpecially ſo forlorn, and de- 
plorable, a wretch, as E. was: their 185 
charity is to take from l but to "EVE 5 
to none. Hh 
J was now reduced to the utmoſt diſ- 
treſs, having nothing more to cover me, 
than what the fire had left me, and 
ſame miles from my father's, whom 1 
F now 
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now began” to deſpair of ever ſeeing, 


my confinement, and the hardſhips [ 
had ſuffered in it, having ſo much im- 


paired my health, that I expected 
death every hour, even prayed for it, 


In this melancholy mood I was alarmed 


by a loud huzzaing, and, turning about, 


J faw a coach and fix, with a grand 
equipage, in which were the ſheriff and 
his lady, returning from the aſſize. 
As ſoon as it came near, I fell into 2 
fit, the coachman immediately ſtopt, 


and Mr. S, at the requeſt of his la- 
dy, whom he had acquainted with my 


diftreſs, as it appeared before the 
court, aſſiſted his ſervants in recover- 
ing me. When recovered, ſeeing him 
by my fide, I faſtened my eyes upon 
him, and, forgetful-of his rank, where 


1 and who flood around me, gid. 
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« O! Sir, behold before you, the 


once lovely andamiable Miſs —.“ I 


could utter no more, my ſpeech failed, 
and I ſwooned away. But how great 
was my ſurprize, when my ſenſes re- 


turned, to find the coach gone, and 


„„ +586 # 


The cauſe, as I afterwards db 


ſtood, was, that Mr. S—, recollecting 
my perſon, and for fear of a diſcove- 
ry by his lady, who was coming to my 
aſſiſtance, hurried back to the coach, 
and ordered the ſervants to drive briſk-- 
ly on. It was impoſſible to conceal 
his conſufion from his lady, who warm 
ly preſſed him to know the cauſe of 
his uneaſineſs. This he artſully evaded, 
by ſaying, that it was the ſhock that 
he tad received from. ſeeing , ſo 
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young a creature in ſuch an helpleſs 


and deſtitute ſituation. This did not 
ſatisfy his lady, who obſerved him to 


be much dejected the whole evening, 


notwithſtanding the variety of agreea- 
| 6 company. preſent to divert him, 


She wei, out, and ſent for one of the 


ſervants, who was preſent at the inter- 
view, and aſked him, what converſa- 
tion, if any, had paſſed between his 


maſter, and the beggar. He, modeſtly 
declining an anſwer, ſhe perſiſted in 


| Knowing, and threatened him with the 
boss of his place, if he did not imme- 
= diately comply. He then told her 


what I had ſaid, and the conſequence 
of it, my falling into a fit. This ſti- 


mulated her to a farther enquiry, 


which, when Mr. S— refuſed to gra- 


tify, and carried it off with a laugh, 


— 
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ſhe ſent a ſervant, in whom ſhe thought 
that ſhe could confide, in queſt of me, 
with peremptory orders, if he found 
me, to bring me to her without any 
change of apparel. | 
Mr. S ſuſpected the deſign, and 
prevented its effect, by ordering the 
| ſervant to keep out of the way a few 
days, and then to return, ahd acquaint 
his lady that he could not find me, 
This was done, but not to the ſatisſac- 
tion of his lady. In the interim, Mr. 
S—, 'fearful that his villainy ſhoyld be 
diſcovered, and his reputation injured, 
ſent three of his ſervants, by different 
ways, to ſearch me out; who, for a 
conſiderable reward, were to carry me 
out of the county, and to diſpoſe of 
Sn | ver 
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concerning ſuch a bunter, to offer ſo 
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ver more hear of me, nor fear a re- 
m. | 

The deſign would have ſucceeded, 
had it not been for the interpoſition of 
providence in my favour. Two of 
theſe ruffians were determined to keep 
together, and to ſhare the reward, if 
they-ſhould find me, between them. 
They ftood ſome time, cloſe to the 
place, where I was, eee which 
way they ſhould take. One ſaid, ſhe 


-  garinot be gone far, and by her rag- 
ged appearance ſhe will be eaſily diſ- 
covered. Hearing this, I liſtened with 


more attention, being on the other 
fide of the hedge. I am ſurpriſed, re- 


plied the other, what ſhould occaſion 
my maſter to intereſt himſelf ſo much 
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large a ſum of money to find her 
out. Theſe words I interpreted in my 
favour, thinking that his conſcience 
had awakened him to a juſt ſenſe of his 
ill treatment, and that he was willing to 
give me ſome ſatisfaction for the wrongs 
he had done me, and the diſtreſs he 
had brought upon me, by affording me 
ſome preſent relief, and endeavouring 
to bring about a reconciliation with my 
friends, Theſe favourable ſentiments. ; 
were quickly eraſed by the other's. 
anſwer : © Surely, ſaid he, there muſt | 
«© have been ſome ſecret tranſaction 
„with the wench, who, I ſuſpect, 
e was not always what ſhe appeared to 
„ be, that he ſhould be fo anxious to 
« have her carried off, or, what he. 
% ſeemed to infinuate, would pleaſe: 
15 him better, to have her murdered.“ 
| P | 1 


n 
8 
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I was ſo ſhocked at this laſt word, that 
I had well nigh betray ed myſelf, by 


going to ſcream out, Murder!” 


Here they left off. ſpeaking, and 
walked on. 


"How melancholly was my condition 
FI dreaded to go forward, leſt I ſhould 
fall into the hands of my purſuers. 
The ſhaking of a leaf affrighted me; 


_— a piſtol, and a bloody knife, were ever 


preſent to my fight, ſleeping, or wa- 


1 king; and the ſight of a man made my 
WE heart to faint, and fink within me. 


In this confuſion of mind, I reſolved to 
lie by, all day, under ſome friendly 
b hedge, and to travel in the night, 


1 being the ſafeſt. Here another ſcene 
B of. diftreſs aroſe. What was I to do for 


fubliſtence ? ? F rom whence. was Ito be 


ee ? 
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ſupplied ? I dared not ſhew myſelf in 
any village, for I doubted not but en- 
quiry had been made, and a price ſet 
upon my head. My feet were full of 
bliſters, having neither ſhoes, nor 
ſtockings, only a few rags wrapped 
round them, the nights were very 
dark, and, being obliged to keep near 
the road, (left I ſhould wander out of 
the way) which was the more dange- 
rous for my perſon, I could not travel 
far at a time. For, though I was with- 
in a few miles of my father's, it was 
not poſſible for me, from the circum- 
ſtances I was in, to reach thither in leſs 
than three days. 


In this uncertainty, what to do, and 
how to provide ſuſtenance for myſelf, 
[came to a field of turnips, on which I 


E423 fed 
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fed heartily, though, I believe, not 
much to the hurt, or detriment, of the 
owner. The ditches ſupplied her with 
drink, for whom, formerly, the 
choiceſt wines were not thought ſuffi- 
dcCiently good. I had two other diſhes, 
done (which, from reading French 
authors, I had learned to be good and 
ſtrengthening) was young frogs ; theſe 


HI had in great plenty; the other, ne- 


ceflity made palatable, which were 


bdirds that I catched at rooſt; theſe 


| proved a delicious morſel. I had wy 
tarts too, homely as they were, made 
of hips and haws. 


This was my 3 and repaſt, 
I got to my father's village. I was 
twice in danger of being taken. . One 

evening ſome country lads were out a 
| barting, 
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batting, and, as they were beating the 
buſh, the noiſe awaked me, and, ſtart- 
ing up, the ſurpriſe was ſo great, that 
away ran the lads, leaving a few birds 
behind them, which made an elegant 
dinner the next day, crying, as they 
ran, "The devil, The devil.” They 
reported, the next day, amongſt their 
neighbours, that they had ſeen the de- 
vil, not unlike him in appearance, 
being hideoufly black and frightful, in 
ſuch a field, This report gained fo - 
much credit, that no one, for ſome 
months after, ventured near the place : 
after dark, unleſs the parſon, and not 

the parſon withbut compary. 


One ernie; 1 ſome gentlemen be- 
ing out a hunting, the dogs unſortu- 
wately took to the place, where I lay, 
9 and, 
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and, had not the huntſman came up and 

called them off, I ſhould have been torn 
in pieces. They left me, however, 
wounded, and blaody, and the huntſ- 
man, without aſking who I was, and 
how J came there, purſued the chaſe. 
Notwithſtanding my, condition, I 
thought myſelf happy; for I had ra- 
ther have been killed by the dogs, than 
to have been delivered into the hands 
of my perſecutor. 


After much difficulty, and great 


. hazard, I arrived at my father's vil- 


lage, but not ſecretly. I was diſco- 


vered by ſome men who were plough- 
ing, and immediately taken into cuſto- 


dy, andconfined in a barn, with half a 
| du en of the ſtouteſt fellows in the vil- 


| 80 to watch over, and guard me. 
| | T his 


. . 8 "7 _ : N 
: - * * 138 
2 * 
off 
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This was done in conformity to an or- 
der, ſent to every pariſh, throughout 
the county, after the return of his 
blood hounds, from Mr. S—, to ſe- 
cure me for the moſt notorious cheat, 
impoſtor, and thief. My perſon waͤs 
too well deſcribed, and my appearance 
too nearly anſwered the deſcription, to 
doubt of my being the perſon. Imme- 
diately the report was ſpread abroad, 
and a meſſenger diſpatched to Mr. S, 
with the glad news of my being diſco- 
vered, and ſecured. FTA 


I could not cloſe my eyes, had I been 
ſo inclined, 'for my keepers were con- 
tinually inſulting me with the moſt op- 
probrious language, and talked 'of 
ſtocks, whipping, pillory, tranſporta- 
tion, and hanging. What added to 
1 os my 
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my grief was, I found, upon enquiry, 
my father had been abſent ſome weeks 
from home, and was not expected for a 
fortnight. This alſo Mr. S— knew. 
At laſt the day appeared, and about 
nine of the clock came Mr. S—, with 
his three truſty ſervants, to the barn, 
riding full ſpeed. They alighting, he 
ſaid, Take this abandoned and 
% wicked wretch, bind her hand and 
. © ſoot, and carry her away to Chelms- 
* ford jail.” Immediately, obeying 
the dreadful orders, they ſeized me, to 
execute the cruel and inhuman defign 
of their bloody. maſter. In dragging 


me out of the barn, my father, to the 


| ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment both of Mr. 
8 and me, entered. At the fight 
of him, ſo ſudden and unexpected, 
Mr. S—'s conſcience ſmote him, he 

Ver turned 


5 i 
„ 
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turned pale, trembled, and called for 
his horſe. 


* C6 


60 
ce 
«> 
66 
6c 
cc 
60 

56 
(( 
cc 
66 
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ce 


« Villain, faid my father, ſtopping 
him, that wretch, who lies at your 


feet, is leſs guilty than yourſelf. 


Repair, if thou canſt, the loſs of a 
good and virtuous daughter, till thy 
villainy made her otherwiſe. How 
canſt thou punith that creature for a 
cheat, impoſtor, and thief, when 
thou thyſelf art guilty of the ſame 
crimes? Thou didſt fteal away my 
daughter, impoſed upon her cre- 


dulity, and ſpoiled: her of her vir- 


tue. Boaſt not of thy honours, nor 
thy anceſtors greatneſs, thou haſt 


ſtained the one, and diſgraced the 


other. Hang thyſelf by the fide 


of that miſerable creature, then you 


will 
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vill do both me, and your country, 
* juſtice. Think not, villain, great 
& as thou art, that thou ſhalt die in 
« peace; vengeance will purſue thee ; 
« heaven will pity an injured parent's 
Y wrongs, and blaſt thee for the per- 
% jured deed. Reſtore to me my 
ud . 


PI. "WE recovering himſelf a little 


KT from the confuſion and fright, which 


this rencounter had occaſioned, wich- 


8 out making the leaſt reply, moſt auda- 


ciouſly commanded his ſervants to take 


me up, and toſs me into the cart. As 


they were about to execute his order, 
muſtered up all my ſtrength, and, 
breaking looſe from them, threw my- 
ſelf at my father's feet, and cried out 
in the moſt tender manner, O my 
. father! 
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father! my father! behold, proſ- 
« trate at your ſeet, your loſt child, 
« and protect her from that villain's 
e cruelty, who hath robbed me of my 
« innocence, and now ſeeks. to de- 
10 prive-me of my life.” | 


The ſpedtators iood 9 when, 
taking courage, I proceeded, ©** Mi. 
take me not, moſt worthy fir, for 
an impoſtor; I am really, and truly, 
« that unfortunate. daughter of yours, 
* whoſe ſhame, and loſs, you have ſa: 
long bewailed, and lamented, | Say: 
te that you ſorgive cher, and her miſe- 
« ries will be forgotten, and the will 
die in peace: ſay that you forgive 
« her, and ſhe will bear with pleaſure 
the ſevereſt puniſhment that inhu- 

man wretch can deviſe, or the law, 
aw « inflict, 


168 Tur FaRMER's Da UGHTER. 
* inflict. To convince you, dear fir, 


BM « that I am no impoſtor, behold [un- 


covering my arm] this mark, 


*« which diſtinguiſhed me at my birth, 


e and know me to be mn 


My father, whoſa bans before was 
| meditating a moſt dreadful revenge 
againſt 'Mr. 2 for his perfidy and 
baſeneſs, was now melted into ſoftneſs, 
a flood of tears burſt forth, and, with 
that paternal affection and tenderneſs, 


as if 1 had never. offended, embraced 


me, and ſainting in my arms, cried, 
1225 rd 150 onud 7 Ol my. 2 Fe 


Mr I ſeized the 8 


and, taking horſe, rode off, not with- 


out the moſt bitter curſes and execra- 


crations of the ſpectators of this affect. 
ing 
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ing ſcene of diſtreſs. In this poſture 
we continued, when my mother and 
brethren, who had been appriſed of 
the diſcovery, came running to ſee me. 3 
O! whata ſcene of joy enſued !' D- 
ty and loathſome as I was, 1 thought A 
there would have been no end of their 
tears, and embraces. When the firſt 
tranſports of joy wete over, and they 
ſaw my ragged and wretched condition, | 
immediately ons of my ſiſters pulled of I 
her petticoat, another her gown, my 
brother brought me a pair of ſhoes and 
ſtockings, and my father covered me 
with his great coat. My eldet bto- 
ther was in the houſe,” making a large 
fire, and giving orders to the ſetyants 
for an elegant dinner. He fedt to the 
ſhepherd to kill three of the fineſt: 
ſlirep, and the largeſt ox in the paſture, 


N . which, 
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which, with three bogſheads of oll 
beer, WN to e che next 
e. | 

4 was conducted home from the barn 
amidſt, the embrages of my relations, 
and the acclamations of the, villagers, 
No ſooner had I. entered my father's 
houſe, but a little favourite, dog heard 
my voice, and ſeemed to partake of 
the general (happineſs, by tunning 
towards me, wagging his tail, and 
licking my feet. After we wete all 
Seated, my father broke ſilence with 
this ejaculation, * I thank ; thee, O 
** God, forthou haſt heard my prayer: 
0 Thave ſeen my daughter, which was 
as . n die i in gener: x 


| 
c 
I 
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| Words bet n joy: el the 

whole village for my return. The 
church bells rang for three days, the: 
whole ſamily being eſteemed and be- 
loved, far and near, for their piety, and 
extenſive charity. 'The rich and the 
poor vied with each other: the rich in 
compliments, and the e in nen 
on this ann biet Falles 1 
tC leit 2433 'T graom *? 
| he jey of — was damped, 
by a violent ague and fever, which 
| if ſeized me the fifth day aſter my arrival 
occaſioned, as ſuppoſed, by my for- 
: mer hard living, abd, an whqleſame 
cuſtomed. This reduced me t the 
point of death, and overwhehmed the- 
whole Cm with the deepeſtnoncern. 
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5 However, at the end of two months, 


10 enqvire after" Mr. S—7s health, 


* * no ſervant, nor 


4 
ain ie 1 


to the great comfort of my parents, 1 


was pronounced to be out of danger, 


and, in a few weeks aſter, I was 
reſtored to my former ſtate of 


1 y * pe 7 8 
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TT requeſted of my father one evening 


to relate, what paſſed upon miſſing me. 


« ] called, 


ſaid; my father, that very 
10 took the fatal airing, 


who had left a note; ſignifying bis 
© intention of being with us early on 
1 the appointed day. Leaving my 
compliments, I returned, nathing 


+ doubting of the fincerity of his pro- 
fſeſſion. But how great was our ſur- 


*« priſe, hen the wiſhed for day came, 


I « any 


Ng 
* 


/ 
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« any-intelligence | After the eccle» 
** fiaftical hour had elapſed, I took my 
„ horſe,) and, with your eldeſt bre 
« ther, rode away directly to My, 
„ $—'s, under the apprehenſion of a 


relapſe, or ſome new accident, ha- 


% ving not the leaſt ſuſpicion of a 
„ flight, or deſertion. When we 


, tion, we could obtain from the ſet- 


„ vants, Was, tlut the horſes were re- 


* turned, without the coach, or com- 
„ pany. This raiſed in me ſuſpicions 
**. of his dithoneſty, and, without he- 
ſitating, we; rode; atf.to; London, 


gras io;the. agigh- 


| © ;bourhood o Groſvenor-1quare,;; We 
68 eee Pot out in ſearch ſor 
ad, was jo Ede, agd ex. 
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1 pected that week to be married to a 
*</ farmer's daughter. I endea voured 
„to convince them, that be was not 
% there, and «hinted ſome. thing $ 'P 
« which:did not ſpeak much in recom- 
1 mendation of his honour, and cha- 
© rafter: it was received with a loud 
e laugh; ſo well eſtabliſned was Mr. 
44, 8— reputation in the opinion of 
„his neighbours, whoſe leaving of 
ton, and diſpoſing of his houſe, 
1 „they amented as a great loſs, both 
1 to the poor, and to the trading peo- 
t days in town to no purpoſe, we re- 
" turned back, full of grief, and vex- 
* ation of heart. When we arrived, 
« great was the joy of your mother, 
1 and brethren, at ſeeing thoſe return 
* * a,” hom they feared to have 
0 Bo. | 6c been 
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% been murdered. This joy was 
60 quickly ſucceeded by ſorrow , when 
e they obſerved that you was not 
« with us; but greater their affliction, 
hen we declared that we could not; 
* ſearch, procure the leaſt intelligence 
„concerning you, and the ill treat 
. n we had ze 1 


| „ when I refled.0n the defgned 
% villainy, your loſt - virtue, and the 
% dreadful conſequences of it, inſamy 
«and diſeaſe, what curſes and execra- 
tions did I pour oi the author's head! 
ST How have Il often wiſhed, that you 
had periſhed before you had ſeen the 
slight, that you bad been cruſhed 

% by² death within your. mather's 
4% womb, or that I could have plunged- 


9 * a 
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% dagger in your breaſt; to have 
t prevented your eternal ſhame, and 
| 0 my forrow, - Protect, O heaven 
3 e tu tree eee 
— —— har wrongs” 
5053914414 farb v ne 
due Veet had Wee 
day, whilſt relating ſome of my adven- 
tures to my fiſters, which they ſre- 
quently defired'me to do, being in the 
lictle parlour, we were alarmed by 4 
violent rap at the door. Soon after, 1 
lady and gentleman, in deep mourn- 
ing, were introdfted by my mother, 
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aaa roſs 9. [ola our 
reſpects, and offered to retire, but the 
lady infifted-on our ſtay ing. We ac- 
cordingly ſat down again, and the lady 
* (addreſſing my mother) if my in- 
««. formation is right, you had an un- 
ſortunate daughter. I am ſorry 
* to conceal her tears) to revive your 
« grief: Is ſhe yet alive? Where can 
„ meet with her ?” To which I 
replied, obſerving my mother's confu- 
ſion, Lam, madam, that cn. 
% nate er rt n 1 BUY 
5: 1 n 12 t 
Hearing this, the lady hafily: roſe 
from her ſeat, and, embracing ma, 
ſuid, I congratulate you, miſs; upon 
i « the 


* * it z/ ® . 
4 : * £ : "VF. 
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proceeded, i aying; 


= — you, bath, with 


vat he ©: LE you, in his will, ten thoaſand 


. 
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« the legacy bequeathed you, juſtly. 


t merited by the fingular hardſhips you 


hv, endured, and,” 1, hope, will be 
10 received as ſome kind of compenſa- 
tion and, ſatis faction for the injuries 
« ee by a huſband. 


. +43 11 (2 19 HAH Ni 0444] L91Þ!-: P 
This tied us ll. | But the tady 
Mr. 8—, 
Mom yow are too = agquainted 
with, was my huſband, he was 
* ſtrack with deep remorſe, for his 


lent and approbation, leſt * 


* pounds, and intreated that you 
Huxould accept it, as it was meant by 
him, ſor à token of his ſincere re- 
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Without waiting for a reply, Mrs, S— 
put into my lap a parcel of bank notes, 
amounting'to the ſum mentioned, 


At this interval of ſilence my father 
came. into the room, when the lady, 
after having informed him, who ſhe 
was, was ſo obliging to repeat hat had 
paſſed, adding, that Mr. S — never 
enjoyed any peace of mind aſter the 
interview at the barn f he took no pleas 
ſure in his favourite diverſion of hunt- 
ing, and avoided the company and 
converſation of his moſt intichate 
friends. His countenance was fallen, 
give himſelf up to ſolitude; and me- 
lancholly. He uſually compoſed him- 
ſeli aſter dinner on a ooch: in theſe 
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ſtart, and groan, which I attributed to 
weakneſs, occaſioned by his indifpo- 
| ſition. The day preceding his fever, 
which put an end to his life, he had 
ſcarce lain down an hour, before he cried 
out, ©* I know thee — Begone — 
Trouble me not — Thy injuries 
1 are Here Iawaked him, when he 
appeared in the greateſt terrour of 
ſaying to him, What means 
«this conſulion ? Why theſe broken 
4 ſentences?” He anſwered me, 
fainting and trembling, Leave me 
4 to-myſelf; yet I dare not truſt my- 
, felf alone; forrow-lies heavy here, 
| 2 {putting his band to his breaſt] lead 
eme to my chamber; death I find to 
Id 2 55 approaching, and I will diſcloſe | 
| oh 3 villainy, if thy. on and 
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« will convince you that there hath been 
too much reaſon for this ſadneſs. 
When, in the agonies of death, he cried, 
« Q!. that I could ſee her before I 
% died, and obtain her pardon, then 
«. would my troubled ſoul be at reſt!” 
He faid no- more, fetched a bee — 
and died. 4 0 


This feng account of his death 
drew tears from all our eyes, and a ſo- 
lemn ſilence enſued. At the laſt my 
father, ſpoke, 99; May the Almighty 
** accept his repentance, and the hor- 
t rours of his guilty conſcience be ad- 
«© mitted for a' ſufficient puniſhment 
* of his crimes.” This ſcene of ſor- 
row being over, Mrs.' S— took her 
leave, with an aſſurance of a Afting | 
— the families. 
* R Mrs. 


* 
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Mrs. S— was a polite, well bred, 
ſenſible lady. Her education had been 
different from that of females in gene- 
ral. She could read a book in Homer, 
with the ſame eaſe as ſhe could work a 
piece of point, and tranſlate an ode of 
Anacreon with the ſame ſpirit, as ſhe 
could fing an Italian air. She was a 
proof, of what the pride of the other 
ſex will never own, that the female 
A A if properly cultivated, is capa- 
ble of equal attainments with their 
lcd. It was difficult to ſay, whether 
_ thi $xcelled molt in the accompliſh- 
ments df the mind, or perſon. Her 
- knowledge did not make her, what it 
nah. doth the other ſex, proud, 
: ;:- and. overbearing, for ſhe 


| © was as of an — and condeſcending | 


temper, 


7 
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temper, and rather ſeemed deſirous of 


learning, than dictating, where her ſu+ 


— 


periority of underſtanding was acknow: 


ledged. She was ſomewhat ſingular in 
works of charity; to avoid oſtentation, 


ſhe never admitted any application, but 
privately enquired after real objects, 
whom, when diſcovered, ſhe as pri- 
vately relieved, inſomuch that ſhe was 


looked upon not to be the moſt chari- 


table lady in the neighbourhood,” even 


by thoſe whom her ſecret bounty had 


made happy. She was equally careful 
to prevent applications, as to avoid 


acknowledgments, and her only thanks 


for her goodneſs, was the nn ; 


of her conſcience. 


| About a week at this ** 
Mrs. 8— paid us a viſit with the fame 
M3 gentleman, 
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gentleman, Sir Robert Bb, who was 


her only brother, in poſſeſſion of a 
large eftate, a modeſt, diſcreet, young 
gentleman, brought up liberally, and 
untainted with the faſhionable vices, 
pride, luxury, gaming, keeping, &c. 
which, in theſe times, diſtinguiſh the 


gentleman from the clown. _ After 
viſiting, and reviſiting, eachother, for 
a twelvemonth, in this friendly manner, 


and ſpending in turn a week at each 


3 others manor, Sir Robert and Mrs. 
S8 walking one morning with me in 
the garden, Mrs. S— * us at the 


turn For a Wire" 


"£39; * 4 FLY 1 * 


Sir W eee the opportu- 


Huy, which his fiſter's abſence afforded 
him, of diſcloſing his paſſion, ad- 


are me e in theſe words: Since [ 


ENS FR „ have 


7 


have had the pleaſure, miſs, of your 


* acquaintance, I have contracted 


* ſomething more than a mere reſpect 
« for your perſon, I am convinced, 
that your merit may entitle you to 
* one of higher rank, but I will be 
c confident to ſay, that no one ſhall 
„ endeavour more to deſerve your 
** affection, than myſelf. The con- 


© nection, I have propoſed to you, "= 


entirely agreeable to my ſiſter, Who 
« defires it.” Here he ſtopt, ex- 
pecting my anſwer with ſome uneafi- 
neſs and anxiety, fearful, as I had 
ſome what reddened, that the addreſs 
was diſapproved of, 55 


After a little pauſe, 1 repligd, 


© That though I doubted not of the 


- * fincerity of his paſſion, and that bis 
K-23 8 deſign 
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4 


* 
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deſign was honourable, he muſt er- 
cuſe a poſitive anſwer in this affair, 


* for I ſhould ſubmit my will to be di- 


© rected and governed by that of my 


« parents ; ; whoſe conſent obtained, 
their would be no objection on my 
x part, to the honour he intended to 
« do our family“ This anſwer was 
received by him with great polite- 


neſs. 


The dinner bell ringing, we walked 


towards the houſe, and, in the way, 


meeting with my father, he left me, 
and turned aſide with him, and diſco- 
vered the ſecret of his love, alſo what 
he had ſaid to me, and the anſwer re- 


turned by me. Son, ſaid my fa- 
ther, for by that name, from this time, 


"ſhall call _ thou haſt my con- 
ce ſent, 
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« ſent. I have obſerved with pleaſure 
* your affection for my daughter, and 
© reſolved within myſelf, if it was 
« ſincere, that nothing ſhould be want- 
cc ing in me, to contribute to your 
« happineſs. Come, fir, give me 
* your hand.” 


Meeting with me in the hall, © Stop 
a minute, daughter, faid my father, 
let me preſent you with a rarity, 
that I have juſt now met with in our 
„ garden.“ “ What, fir, is that ? I 
« replied ; for 1 N there is not any 
thing rare in it.“ No flower, 
my dear, I do aſſure you, ſaid * 
66 father, for that ſoon fadeth, wi- 

„ thereth, and periſheth, but that, 
« whoſe. goodneſs will neyer fade, 
5 W and periſb, an honeſt and 
4 worthy 


wa; 


£ 


17 ting me with great warmth, ſai 4 
«4p Now-is my . in this . 


3 was the 1 over, 
when my father received the following 
note. 


ew than. 8; compliments to Mr. 
« D=, and deſires the favour of a 
% few minutes private converſation in 
how the ſummer-houſe, at the bottom of 
C the garden,” 


MO father, wondering at the Wo 
; larity of the f invitation, left us in the 
1 hall, 


* * +4 0 
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hall, and went to meet Mrs. S— at the 
place appointed. Sir Robert, ob- 
'/ ſerving me to be ſomewhat uneaſy, ; 
faid, © I do aſſure you, my dear, my 
* ſiſter's deſigns are honourable ; her 
e jntention, in this converſation, is to 
«+ increaſe the family connection, by 
« a propoſal to your father, of mar- 
42 A eldeſt brother, they ha- 
« ving for a long time, unknown to 
* any f the family, entertained an 
e eſteem for each other: and when” 
as you thought, they were amuſing 
vv themſelves, in the garden, with 
on gathering of flowers, they were 
e diſcourſing of love, and contriving 
* how to procure the conſent of your 
% father. If you pleaſe, we will walk 
* into the back parlour, where your 
70 brother is, expecting, with great 
3 0 anxiety 


came in, whoſe: looks ſhewed, that 


* « tertains of vou. As you could not 
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a anxiety. and fear, the iſſue of this 
„ conference in the ſummer- wv 


<« and he will confirm to you the truth 
. of what I have now declared,” 


We had not been longer in the par- 
Jour, than was ſufficient. for my ſatis- 
faction, when my father and Mrs. S— 


matters were ſettled to the mutual fatis- 
faction of both parties. My father, 
addreſſing himſelf to my brother, ſaid, 
5 Toung man, this lady hath aſked 
« you in marriage; let it be your care 
| 25 to preſerve the good opinion ſhe en- 


have flattered yourſelf with being 
connected with a lady of ſuch worth 
e and fortune, endeavour, by your 
7 behaviour, to merit the one, and, 


of [4 
- — a 
* 
* * 
6 x 9 4 
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by a tender and affectionate regard, 
* to deſerve the other.” My brother 
bowed, and Mrs. S— advancing to- 
wards him, they embraced each other 
with that tenderneſs of affection, which 
| ſufficiently convinced us of the reality 
and fincerity of their paſſion. 


After dinner we retired to the back 
parlour, Where we fixed the Thurſday 
following for the ſolemnization of the 
marriage, which was to be at the ſame 
church. Mrs. S— and her brother 
remained at my father's, ſending to 
town, by an expreſs, for what things 
were neceffary. The affair was now 
| nofeeret in the village, and every one 
rejoiced at the happy union. A grand 
entertainment was prepared, to which 
the neightouring gentry were invited; 
28 and 


28 — 
A 
N F 1 
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and that the poor might be partakers 
with us, in our happineſs, two hun- 
dred pounds were ordered to be diſtri- 
buted amongſt them, and ſheep and 
oxen, with ſtrong beer and punch, 
were given to the villagers. 
We went to church, amidſt the 

prayers, praiſes, and acclamations, of 
a thouſand people, who were aſſembled 
on this joyful occaſion. Open houſe 


was kept for the gentry for a month, 


which was ſpent with the greateſt mirth 
and feltivity. - We continued about fix 
moriths at my father' s, and then took 
our leave, each retiring to his ref} pective 
manor, with the promiſe of meeting 
together annually every Chriſtmas, ſo 
long as our parents lived, at the farm- 


bouſe. | | Tears of j Joy and ſorrow were 
N ſhed 
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| ſhed by every perſon in the village at 
our departure, many of whom accom- 
panied us ſome miles on our jour- 
8 ; 
1% A few months after our We nnent, 
Sir Robert was called upon the grand 
jury for the county; he attended the 
aſſize, and ſtayed in court to hear the 
trial of a, poor old man, who ftood 
charged with the murder of his compa- 
nion. When the priſoner was brought 
to the bar, his age, grey hairs, and 
decent deportment moved the court to 
pity him. The priſoner, addrefling 
himſelf to the bench, ſaid, © My 
lord, I am a weak, ignorant man, 
and unacquainted with law, I there» 
fore —.— intreat of — e 


q 6+ — 


«+ at wo « 


. 1 "x | * Vite, 


* 
EFF 3 n, 
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* viſe, and aſſiſt me.” The judge im- 
mediately applied to one Mr. R—, 
ſaying;” Brother R—, you are a 
* Fnown friend of the diſtreſſed, this 
old man muſt be your client.” He 
anſwod;” My lord, Lam ready and 
41 willing to mee his cauſe, from 
your lordſhip's recommendation, and 
* from a Pprinoiple of humanity, 
my though our profeſſion; I muſt con- 
"*([feſs, are not very fond of ſuch 
« clents.” Then, turning to the 
priſoner; he faid, Take courage, 
* 1 old man, your countenance hems 
BM too honeſt for a a villains 


N « 3 


* 51 + courſe of The tial! circum- 
ſtances were ſtrong againſt him: the 
deceaſed and he left the farmer's houſe 
Ne * the deceaſed was found 

murdered 


* 
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murdered the next morning, having 
his throat cut; the priſoner's hands and 
ſhirt were ſtained with blood; a pen- 
knife, which he confeſſed to be his 
property, was found in the yard 
bloody; the buckles: and a little bagy 
having the name of the deceafed upon 
it, were Aen. out of uy pocket,”.,; +» 


1 tte 
”— york een ren Faid ee | 
_ theſe. circumſtances are very itrong, 
I believe the priſoner to be innocent. 
Not to mention, what: hath been 
Nee. proved to the court that. the greateſt 
harmony and ſriendſhip ſubſiſtech 
between the two old men, thepri” 
“ ſoner's character from gentlemen of f 
«* the firſt rank, whom he. bath had* 
the honour of ſerving, of a tender 
« and. humane dil poſition: : Woulcd he- 
— £91: =: not, 


* 
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* not, had he been the thief and mur- 
e derer, have attempted to eſcape ? 
«© Would he have ſuffered himſelf to 
% have been taken faſt aſteep ? Would 

tlie fight of his friend have ſo affected 
“ him, to have thrown him into ſtrong | 
1 convulſions for three hours? Would 
% he Here {a young man, who 
flood by the priſoner, having taken out 
* watch, to tell him the hour] the 
ſoner interrupted, My lord, I 
% have a favour to aſk of your lord- 
% ſhip, that this young man may be 
-« permitted to acquaint the court, 
* how he came by his watch, for it is 


„ e the watch of my deceaſed friend, 


e whoſe name is under the lining of 


tte caſe, and the ſeal, affixed tothe 


«chain, I gave him.” The councit 
called for the watch, and taking out 
+56 key G27 the 


72 
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the lining, found an engraving, - with 
the following: words, The legacy 
% of James D'anvil, Eſq. to his ſer- 
* vant, Thomas Goodfellow, for his 
© honeſt and faithful ſervices.” The 
young man, being interrogated, how 
he came by the watch, anſwered, that 
he bought it of William Thompſon, 

ſervant to the profecutor, and the 
principal evidence againſt the priſoner 
ſor five guineas, whoſe receipt, alid tlis 
ſilverſmith's, of whom 'Fhompſ 
nn itz he had 1 , chalk 
0 Ame was immediately called 
for, and, being fetched from a public 
houſe, when he came into, court, was 
aſked, if he knew that watch, and to 
whom he had fold it? He anſwered 
vith h great aſſurance, that he bought ie 
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in Lombard-ftreet, of one Mr. Feign- 
well, a filyerſmith, for five guineas, 
about fix months ago, (four months 
before the murder was committed) and 


; he had fold it to that young man. 


The receipts being compared ed, the 


council ſoon diſcovered that they were 


eke fame hand-writing, and a gentle- 
man in court, whoſe reſidence was in 
Lombard-ſtreet, declared upon oath, 
that he knew of no ſuch perſon for 


E thirty years paſt. After ſeveral queſ- 
tions put to Thompſon, to which he 
gave evaſive and contradictory anſwers, 

the council for the priſoner roſe up, 
8 aud directly charged him with the 
| robbery and murder, moved the court 

8 —— be taken into cuſtody, 
and added, that he was under no doubt 


boa eee bim to be the thief, and 
: murderer... 
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murderer. This declaration, expreſſed 
with ſome warmth, ſo much affected 
and intimidated Thompſon, that he 
confeſſed his guilt, and the various cir- 
cumftances attending it. The old man 
was honourably acquitted, and a coll 
lection made for him at the requeſt of 
Mr. R—. | vant Þ 

Sir . afterwards Jined with * 
judge, who ſpoke very reſpectſully 
of Mr. R—'s abilities, and great hu- 
manity, mentioning ſeveral caſes of 
the like nature with the old man's, par- 
ticularly one of an unfortunate and 
miſerable young woman, who had been 
tried for an incendiary. How pleaſed 
was Sir Robert to hear the name of the 
. and defender of * inno- 


conte, 
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| tence, whom we had endeavoured to 
yo out. wy "<" gets 
, en dinner Sir Robert took his 
leave of the judge, and went to ſeek 
for Mr. R, whom he found at the 
tavern with the grand jury. After 
ſome compliments, they entered very 
freely into converſation, which was ſo 
agreeable to Sir Robert, that he made 
Mr. R— promiſe to ſpend a day, or 
two at his manor, when he had finiſhed 
the circuit. When Sir Robert, came 
home, Well, my dear, (faid he) 1 
e have joyful news to tell thee; the 
«old man is honourably acquitted, 
% and by the means of him who was 
*. your deliverer, who hath promiſed 
«to: ſpend a day or two with us.“ 
155 3 and welcome news indeed, 
i | « my 


* 
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„ my dear!“ I replied. O how do 
« J long to ſee the good man, and on 
« my knees to thank, and bleſs him ! 
% We muſt —” *« I know your 
% meaning, ſaid Sir Robert, we 
% ſhould, when in our power, ſhew 
our gratitude by deeds as well as 
* words.” *©- You underſtand me 
well, fir, faid I, and I ſhall leave 
the acting part, which! n ſenfible 
will be a pleaſure, to ns! 

The long wiſhed for any os came, and, 
after breakfaſt, Sir Robert rode out to 
meet my worthy friend. He returned, 
about twelve, very uneaſy, not having 
ſeen, nor heard any thing concerning 
him. We went to dinner, which we 
had deferred, expecting every moment 

his nn being reckoned punc- 

, _ tual. 
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the | ie Ane of. his — 3 In 
this uneaſineſs, we obſerved a ſervant, 
riding up full: ſpeed to the gate, and 
ring ing. the bell, ſoon after the maſter 
appeared, when Sir Robert, knowing 
him to be Mr. N. roſe immediately. 
_ ran: a to ng the gate. 
IPs, When Mr. '" "my bad 1 be 
was introduced into the parlour, w where 
I ſtood, with the utmoſt expectation, to 
falute him, with tears of joy and gra- 
Ef _ * 311 | 3 0 oF 
"by wett up to * * — him 
in the mot affectionate manner. Upon. 
which, turning to Sir Robert; he ſaid, 
.Dath- : Four. lady ſalute every viſitor 
; * in, ths; manner? Surely ſhe hath 
(Tas DG” I miſtaken 


— 
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« miſtaken me for her huſhand,” 
% You will ceaſe to wonder, fir, faid 
« [, at this behaviour, when I acquaint 


« you, that to you I owe the preſerva - 


« tion of my life. The miſerable; 
« |loathſome wretch, whom your:good- 


* neſs, in Pleading her cauſe, faved 


« from an infamous death, when tried 


for an incendiary, now ſtands before 


« you with an heart full of gratitude,” 
“ And, fir, ſaid Sir Robert, inter- 


„ rupting me, as to the preſervation 
of chat life, I am indebted for all 
my happineſs, I muſt inſiſt upon 
your acceptance of. this {mall note, f 


46 


a thouſand pounds] ſmall in com- 
«: pariſon of your merit, and the ſet- 
vice done me, for the prifoger's 


os fee,” | een, 
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Mr. R — flood amazed, and con- 
ſounded, at theſe extraordiuary inci- 
dents. Recovering himſelf from the 
ſurpriſe, he replied, Madam, the 

t ſervice, I then rendered you, pro- 
0 ceeded from that inward feeling 

8 have always for perſons in diſtreſs, 
1 whom to relieve, when I have the 
power and opportunity, either by 
an alms, or, as was your caſe, 
7 7! pleading their cauſe, is the only 
*. ſenfible pleaſure that I enjoy. The 
. ſatisfackion, I now receive from this 
% event, is not, fr, from your gene- 
|. *.cofity, nor, madam, from your gra- 
5 55 Titude; but the reflection of having 
* preſerved the life of ſo amiable and 
* valuable a woman, whoſe piety doth 


* honour td religion, and whoſe ex- 
bb 65% . GE *. hy ample 
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ample is an ornament to her ſex, In 
having ſaved your life, madam, I 


find myſelf the happy inſtrument of 


alliſting and ſupporting a number of 
«© poor induſtrious families, through 


that charitable and beneficent ſpirit 
you are daily exerting ; the orphan, 
the widow, and the deſtitute, find- 


ing in you a true and warm friend. 


This, madam, which is the pride 


of you, and your worthy huſband, 


is held a meanneſs with too many of 


your fortune and diſtinction ; who, 


 *c inſtead of leſſening, increaſe, the 


© neceſſities of the ind by luru- : 


ry, and extrava gance. 


Mr. R— was here interrupted by 


. the ſervants bringing in a diſh of fiſh. 
Sir Robert, addreſſing himſelf to Mr. 


T R—, 


* * * 
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2 ſaid, Your profeſſion, fir, is 
in a flouriſhing and proſperous tate. 
l mention it with concern, not plea- 
a ſure, for the miſchiefs it hath pro- 
TY duced, or the diſtreſs it hath brought 
upon mankind.” * I little expect- 
10 ed, replied Mr. R ſuch a re- 
_ *« fletion from a gentleman of Sir Ro- 
L bert's politeneſs and underſtanding. 
The law, fir, is the grand bulwark 
1 of the ſubjects, rights, liberty, and 
% propeaty. Let the vulgar be ſatis- 
« fied ; cancel it. What will be the 
Fs conſequence ? ? -Violence, ſlavery, 
and tyranny. What protection 
would the poor man have, from the 
© infolence and oppreſſion of his 
46; wealthy and powerful neighbour ? 
s it right to leave the honeſt and 
28 n a continual prey to cheats 
and - 
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* and ſharpers, without any remedy ? | 
Po you think, Sir Robert, that you 
« would, as now, be ſecure in the 
« comfortable and peaceable enjoy- _ 
ment of your eſtate? No pro- 
« feſfion is to» be cenſured for abuſes. 
„If an empiric adminiſters a poiſon 
** fora cordial, is medicine of no uſe ? 
The law makes not rogues, but pu- 
© niſhes them: it diſtrefles not, but 
« relieves, and protects, the good. uh: 
„ ſhould be glad to ſee men fo: honeſt, 
that our courts of juſtice might be 
e ſhut up, which, from the multitude 
aof cauſes before them, might be 
«+ kept open day and night. We need 
not ſeek for clients: the pride, 

„ avarice, and luxury of the age, fur- 
* niſh the profeſſion with more ſuits,” 
* than they can properly manage. If 
$ 9 men 


* 
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« men would be content with their 
«own, live conſiſtent with their ſta- 
tion, and not indulge in expences, 
« which neither their fortune, nor in- 
<« duftry, can ſupport, Weſtminſter- 
* hall would be very cool. The fault 
1 lies with yourſelves, and your cen- 
« ſure _s the law is 1 541 


125 


hilt we were at lowed) a beggar 
came to the gate; to whom was given 
the uſual relief. The man ſtill conti- 
nuing at the gate, the ſervant was ſent 

to know, what he particularly wanted. 
The ſervant returned, acquainting me, 
that he was very detirous of ſpeaking to 
me in private. I ordered him to come 
in, and to have a dinner in the kit- 
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Mr. R— entertained us with fo ma- 
ny pleaſant ſtories, that had not Sir 
| Robert refreſhed my memory, the 
poor man would have been forgotten. 
If you pleaſe, my dear with Mr. 
*©/R—'s permiſſion, I will order him 
« into the parlour.” The ſervant re- 
turned with the old man's refuſal, and 
his intreaty to ſpeak with me in pri- 
vate. It is neither prudent, nor. 
«©: fife, madam, ſaid Mr. R—, to 
comply with ſuch requeſt, for, be- 
ing a ſtranger, (though his poverty 
doth not prove him to be a rogue, 
too many are ſo,) he is not entitled 
to ſuch confidence.” I am of 
e your opinion, ſaid Sir Robert, and | 
therefore (ſpeaking to the ſervant) 
« ] infiſt upon his coming into the 

6} 15 1 66 parlour 1 
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 «« parlour; if he refuſes, ſend him 
ET 


| When he came into the room, the 
fight of Mr. R— ſurpriſed him, and 
falling down, and embracing his knees, 
prayed to God, moſt fervently, to 
bleſs and preſerve him, who had pre- 
ſerved his life from deſtruction. Mr. 
R— immediately recollected his client, 
and, taking him by the hand, lifted 
him up, ſaying, Now, old man, 
have one requeſt to make in return, 
6 which, your obligation to me being 
«© ſo great as you ſay, you muſt not 
deny me, What private buſineſs have 
vou with this lady?“ * Speak ho- ̃ 
+ neftly, anſwered Sir Robert, for 
« there is not any thing, that you can 
5 tay, which I ſhall be aſhamed of 
. 1 bearing, 


F 
Tus FARMER's DAUGHTER. 211 
% hearing, or that dy afraid to 
«hear. | 


The poor fellow trembled, and 
begged, with tears, to be excuſed. 
When Mr. R—, not with his uſual 
countenance of good nature, but with 
a kind of anger, ſaid, Look you, 
old man, I infiſt on knowing imme- 
diately, what you have to ſay to 
this lady, or I ſhall look upon you to 

e be a deſigning knave, and will cer- 
** tainly have you puniſhed, for baſely 
attempting to diſturb the peace of a 


4 


* 
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worthy family.” 
#- ? 

T his threat accompliſhed, what in- 
treaty could not. Behold then, 
5. madam, [falling on his knees] your 

_ 55. footman, who, for the relief afford- 
: 66 ed 
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ed you, in that diſtreſs, which even 
eto this preſent time I think of with 
“ ſorrow, loſt his place, and ever ſince 
« hath met with a ſeries of misfortunes, 
Which would have terminated, had it 
© not been for the interpoſition of that 
- <4 honourable 2 in an a 
* minious death“ 


* 


ae W all my hiſto- 
ry, was highly pleaſed at the reluctance 
ſhewn by the old man to diſcover the 
truth, and Mr. R— commended his 
prudence in the affair. Sir Robert, 
ſmiling, raiſed him up, and, ringing 
the bell, ordered the ſervant to provide 
him with a ſuit of cloaths, and to have 5 
a bed made b for him. __ 


When 
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When he was gone, Well, my 
dear, ſaid Sir Robert, the relief he 
“ afforded, however injurious it proved 
* to you both, was well intended, and 
e therefore ſhould have its reward. 
A tenant of mine is lately dead, 
„ho was poſſeſſed of a ſmall farm, 
about fixty pounds a year; in this 
farm, my dear, I intend to fix him, 
© which will afford him a comfortable 
* ſubſiſtence for the remainder of his 


a 


life.“ I was delighted with this 
gay; of Sir Robert's love toward? 


me, in rewarding the goodneſs of a 
un n | 


The week being 2 Mr. KG 
took his leave, whom we accompanied 
ſome part of bis Journey to town, ha- 
ving 
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ving engaged his word to viſit us, when- 
ever he came into the country, and his 
buſineſs would permit, He parted 
from us, with wiſhing us length of 
days, an uninterrupted continuance of 
our preſent happineſs, and a proper uſe 
of thoſe advantages, which, through 
the good providence of _ Iwas in 
ae ok. - - TNT: 
On dur retum home, through back 
A lane, near our dwelling + houſe, we 


 avertgok a poor creature, with one 


S was an unfortunate woman, and had 


child at her back, and two walking by 
ber fide. Sir Robert ſtopped the cha- 
riot, and ordered the ſervant toenquire, 
from whence ſhe came, and who the 
was. She anſwered him, That ſhe 


| lived in credit and reputation, but was 


_— 


<> 2204 I" "MN 1 3 
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no reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs, 
through the folly and miſconduct of 
ber huſband, who, having ſquandered 
away his ſubſtance in drinking and 
gaming, and being deeply in debt, 
had deſerted her, and gone abroad; 
that ſhe came from London, and was 
going to his relations in Eſſex, to ſte, 
if they would put her into ſome way of 
buſineſs, to enable her. to provide for her |} 
| helpleſs and deftitute children. By this 
time we were at home, and, having 
alighted, Sir Robert bid the ſervant to 
take the woman and her children into 
the kitchen, and to let them have what- 
ever they wanted. We had ſcarce 
been ſeated five minutes, beſore a ſer- 
vant came in, and ſaid, the woman 
would not ſtay. Sir Robert replied, 
„ You have not, Thope, uſed her ill? 
"bob . «© hes” 


8 
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her poverty may have been her mis- 
fortune, not her fault.” The ſer- 
vant anſwered, ©* The woman, fir, 
* hath received no abuſe, nor inſult, 
* from any of the ſervants; ſhe aſked, 
de whoſe houſe this was, and, being 
« informed, to the ſurpriſe of us all, 
“ ſheroſe up in a hurry, and ſeeming- 
ee ly i in great uneaſineſs, and would not 
* be prevailed upon, by any means, 
6 to ſtay to take the leaſt refreſhment.” 
Sir Robert ordered the ſervant to fetch 
her back again immediately; z then, 
turning to me, ſaid, „ What can chis 
e behaviour mean? | replied, «© My 
« curioſity to know, is not leſs than 


«6 yours.” The ſervant finding in- 
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treaties uſeleſs, employed threats, 
which brought her to a compliance. 
When ſhe came into 2\the 1 ſhe 
« Spinted 


* 1 ö * 
5 
* 
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_ fainted away. Alter a ſhort interval 
ſhe recovered ; when Sir Robert civilly 
requeſted to know the reaſon of her 
leaving his houſe ſo abruptly, and in 
ſuch confuſion. *© Is my name, or 
<« perſon, ſo terrible to frighten you 
«© away?” She anſwered, © Excuſe 
me, worthy fir, an anſwer, and 


permit me to go away,” Good 


<6 woman, ſaid I, be not afraid to 
«© ſpeak, It is a pleaſure to Sir Ro- 
_ 7 bert to comfort and aſſiſt perſons in 
“ trouble and diſtreſs.” She replied, 
* When I reflect upon my former 
« wickedneſs, madam, . I may juſtly - 
«© fear, what it is in your power to 
- « take, revenge. The injury I did 
* you —” Me, good woman?” 
Aſſure me, ſir, upon your honour, 
4 chat * will neither detain, nor 
- | U wm 6 puniſh 
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«puniſh me, and 1 will declate the 
e truth: forgiveneſs Taſk not, becauſe 
* T deſerve it not.” Sir Robert having 
aſſured her, upon his word, of her 
eee "the, turning to me, faid, 

& Madam, are not You the daughter 
of Mr. SD?“ I replied, Ves.“ 
* Do you remember — Remember ! 
* you can never forget, the vile and 
ve profligate fiſter of Mr. S— ?” Here 
me ſtopped. To whom I anſwered, 


Z "xs Art: thou that baſe woman * ? Lou 


might indeed reaſonably fear my 
6 Bu troubled mind 


| i: ad puniſnment enovgh, 


* 


* 2 
_ « 


8 and may heaven, as I fincerely do, 
i Jorgive. the. "Though you 
geri nd favour from me,  faid Sir 
© Nhett, or ybur children's fake, 
* be Are. been of Ie crithes, 
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you ſhall receive a proper Fa 
You ſee, continued Sir Robert, that 
virtue, however ſevere its diſtreſſes 


are at firſt, will, at the laſt, meet 


with i its reward, as inthe caſe of this 


lady; ; and that vice, though prof] pe- 


rous and ſucceſsful for a time, will, 


as you now ſenſibly: experience, 


ſuffer i in the. end. . 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


Experience, ye fair, the ſevereſt 
maſter, taught me the worth of virtue, 
which you, from my coſt, may learn 
ro prize, and value. Let no ſpecious 
pretence of love, nor deluding promiſe 
of marriage, prevail with you to riſk 
your innocence. If your lover is ſo in 
ſincerity, and acts upon honour, he 
will avoid the leaſt indelicacy; he will 
uſe no expreſſion, that can raiſe even a 
| bluſh, nor offer any, rudeneſs, that 
might occafion a ſuſpicion of a baſe | 


"MM intention. If he ſolicits any favours, 


beyond what pure and chaſte love may. 
grant, his paſſion is not love, it is luſt. 


Let him ſwear in the moſt ſolemn 


manner, 
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manner, that he will not deceive you, 


believe him not: if you do, when the 


defire is gratified, deſertion follows, 


and his pleaſure is your miſery, The 


credulous Caliſta had a perjured Lo- 
thario; let her fate, with mine, con- 
vince you, that when men ſwear to be 
honeſt, they purpoſe to act the part 
of villains. When they vow, with 
caution hear, but never truſt them; for 


be aſſured, that he Who attempts to 


| violate your honour, can have no ho- 
nour of his own. The man, who 


means well, will not defignedly behave _ 
ill ; and he that ſolicits you to an un- 


lawful compliance, by pleading the 
warmth of his affection, is certainly 
| baſe at heart, and hath none other 
deſign, than to delude, and ſeduce 
you, It vou yield to the ſolicitation, 
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you will quickly find the fond ſwain to 
be changed into the looſe libertine, and 


averſion and diſtaſt ſucceed love and 
enjoyment. Wretchedneſs - enſues. 
Your acquaintance, for their own ſake, 


muſt ſhun you, if you do not, from a 


ſenſe of ſhame and guilt, avoid them, 
and your relations will treat you with 


conte pt and neglect. Few ſuch pa- 
rents, like to mine, are to be found, 
5 who would lament, commiſerate, par- 


don, the indiſcretion, and folly. I hus 
you will ſpend the remainder of you 


days in infamy, be conſumed with 


diſeaſe, or periſh through want. Re- 
member, that the ſurrender of your 
virtue is a crime, that no ſorrow, no 
repentance, can atone for, and expiate, 


with the baſe, perfidious, betrayers of 


dur beauty and innocence, nor with 
| , ” * . 1 | the 
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the modeſt and virtuous of your own 
ſex. Meditate on theſe plain truths, 
and obſerve them, if you would be 

free from the ſevere reproaches of ſhame 
and guilt. Conſcious worth, not ſen- 
ſual gratification, is happineſs. Good 
is not from without, but from within. 
No enjoyment whatever will be a com- 

penſation for loſt virtue. It is the | 
mind, which gives the luſtre to the 
beauteous form, and innocence renders 
it valuable. Cultivate the one, and 
preſerve the other pure and untainted, 
and you will be © happy: 
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Page 9. Line 5, read felt inſtead of ſe. = 

Ditto, Line 8. read intemperance inſtead of intemperanest. 

Page 40. Line 14. read ſuſpicion inſtead of ſuſpicions. 

Page 49. Line 2. read for the day, not of, 

Ditto, Line 7. read opportunity inſtead of opportunitics. - 

Page 77. Line 9. read your miſtreſs. 

itto, Line 10. read guineas inftead of guinees, 

Page 96. laſt Line but one, read propofing inſlead of 
purpofing. 

Page 107. Line 4. read of his, not my affect ion. 

Page 166. Line 15. after order, inſert I. | 

Page 174. Line 13. read people, 

Page 181, Line 5. read die inſtead of died. 


